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ately conncdlcJ with the govcrati^at. The
lower orders bej;aa to fed aii.l appreciate their

own importance ; to be conlVious of their rip;ht

to greater free^lon* and happinefs ; and, as tliefe

could not be ini'iiediatcly obtained, to nourifh

many prctcnfions, wifhes, and delircs, hoflile to

the ellablillied order of t linrs. As their know-
lc(*gc incrcafcd, t^.eir defires became the more
vehement ; and gave rife, at length to a fpirit of

uneafincis, ccnforioufnefs, and diforder, which

fpread with aftoniihing rapidity. This fpirit re-

ceived a definite diredion at tlie return of tl^c

troops who had enabled the mericans to achieve

their independance. The people were enter-

tained wit!i golden dreams of tranfitlantic teli-

city ; and the f( Idiers accuftomeJ to many in-

dulgencies, and to an equality unknown in

France, became turbulent and licentious ; info-

lent to their fuperiors, and furious for changes.

Inftead of meeting this fpirit with a cautious

firmnefs ; conceding what appeared neceifary ;

but oppofmg, with watchful energy, and cir-

cumfpedion, improper innovations ; the feeble

administration of France, by changes too hafty,

by unfteadinefs of character; fometimes conced-

ing too much, then violently retracting what
had been given Up, irritated the people, and pro-

duced fuch a fermentation, as ended in the def-

truQion o^the government, and the eftablifh-

rnent of the rrioft licentious anarchy. When
all the legitimate authorities were fwept away,

principles were adopted, with enthuiiaftic zeal,

hoftile to every regular government 5 and pro-
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