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OFTHERIVERMISSISIPPI. 7
feven to twelve Batteaus, go from New Orleans twice a year, viz,

in the fpring and autumn.

In the fpring the MIflifippI is very high ; and the' the current Is

fo flrong that nothing can make head againfl it in the middle of the

river, they have an advantge hy an eddy or counter-current, which

runs in the bends, and dole to the banks of the river, and greatly

facilitates their voyage. The current, at this fcafon, runs at the

rate of fix or feven miles an hour : in autumn, when the waters are

low, it in general does not run above two miles an hour, except in

fome parts of the river, above the i\rkanfas, where there are a great

many iflands, fhoals, and fand-banks of fome miles circumference,

which make the voyage more dangerous, longer, and lefs expedi-

tious, than in the fpring ; and this makes it further neceflary, that

boats fliould go in convoys, that they may affift each other in cafe

of meeting with any of the accidents they are fo evidently expofed

to. Great pieces of coal are conftantly found on the fand-banks,

from whence it may be concluded, that there are coal-mines on the

upper parts of the Miffifippi*
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