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They- decide upon what the legiflature ought to

receive for the fupport of the ftate i but the Cona-

mons, by their own authority, cannot enforce

the raifmg the fuppjies they vote. That privi-

lege is inherent in the fupreme and unaccount-

able power, vefted in the three branches of* the

LegiQature united, who are in fa£t the State, as

the virtual reprefentatives of the whole Empire,

and not the delegates of individuals.

*' If reprefentation is virtual in Great Britain,

why then is it not virtual in the Colonies ? The
people of the four northern Provinces, though

they deny the fa£t in words, own it in their con-

duct } near one third of the corporations 'n New
England, chufe no reprefentatives, to fave the ex-

pence of paying their deputies. They however

own the right of their Aflemblies, to impofe

taxes, and to make laws to bind the whole

community, as the reprefentatives of the whole

Colony. The truth is, reprefentation has ho

'more to do with the right of taxation, than with*

<ivery other right exercifed by the fupreme and

fuperihtending power. It is intitwoven with the

very elTence of the legidative power, and is exerted

by that power for the neceflary fupport of the

State *. ^

»' Why

'" * This example (^the corporatioM of New England whick

%iui(e no re^r^rentatiVet,- ftrongi^ iliuArates the argament

which I have fiated. The taxes impofed by the Aflcmbly of

the

ttL.


