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war as could be mustered. Long Ijefore they were ready, Dom Gama had sailed with his

fleet for Cochym (Cochin China) having on his way wreaked vengeance on as many of

the Calicut vessels as crossed his path. The king of Cochym had resolved from the first

to l)e friendly with the Portuguese, and Gama soon established an important factory,

from which the power of Portugal spread over India. In 150.3 he returned to his own

country, to be welcomed with fresh honours and titles, but was not immediately re-

appointed to command in India. In 15:J4, however, he was appointed viceroy of

Portuguese India, and a year later died in Cochin China. Thus ended the life of one

of the most courageous adventurers the world has seen, but a life stained by crimes of

the most brutal nature.
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In the following pages the enterprises of certain Spanish and Portuguese voyagers less known

to fame than those recently under notice, but stil! great names in the history of maritime

discovery, will be recorded. Not merely had the examples of such men as Columbus and

Vasco da Gama stirred up a spirit of adventure unparalleled before or perhaps since, but,

as Washington Irving shows us,* the conquest of Granada and the end of the Peninsular

war with the Moorish usurpers, had deprived the Spanish of a sphere of action which had

* " The Voyages and Discovcrios of the Companions of Columbus."


