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was lowoml.ftnd Iho utripcB nnd Htnrn flontcd nin'\n

over Aslorin. TliiM is mir Aiin'riran tiilc. Doch
il ^iv«: In iiH llic cxcliisivf Mrivf n'lL'iity ami ri^jlit of

Hoil in llif (!.tlninl)i!i v,ill« y ? Hy iiiKiii.iiiorml law,

n OcivtTiimcnt <an aciiiiirf litl<', in an un'»i'<u[)i('(l

lonntry, liy (li.scovcry, if it l»i; fnllowiil np in ii

miHoimlilf! tinif liy exploration and sciilenieril.

IIiivc wc brou^lit onrselveH within iliis rnle ?

(iriiy (liHeovercd in 17'J'i; Lewis and ("hokr' ex-

plored in iHliri; Astor founded a seitienient in iMlJ.

|)o not lliese events follow in a reasonalilc iitne

after each oilier, the remoieneHS and diHiriillv of

acr.esM of the roiuitry ''onnidered ? Can (Jniit llrit-

(lin hIiow as 'jood a lille lo the valley of the (,'o!iini-

biu? Sir, if she can, she has not doiif so. Wh.it,
sir, is the extent of the valley of the Coin ml lia? 'I'he

head waters of its southeast hraiii'hes reneh the

Mcxiean line in latitude 4j2"; the noriluveatiTii

l)raiiehe."» Nireteh to i")!^ 10'. Hut this carries the

nru;unient further than I proposed, haviie^' proposed
to aru;ue the title as far as the Nootka only. 'I'o

this I will add the tilh; of conti^niily. Oreijoii lies

eoterininnus with the whole western frontier of
the United States; it lie."» lictween Ui< and the Pa-
cific ocean. It hems us in on the entire western
frontier of tlie Ucpiihlic. It is hit,'hly important to

ns for a;^ricultiiral and (tonnnercial purposes. It is

alinitst indispcnsalile to us for our national defence

nnd safety. From I'ritaiii, the otln'rclaimnnf, it is

remote. She can desire it only for national a;;-

Kraiidizeniciil and the j)ride of empire. Site needs
it not for the naiionni salety or national existtMien.

If ihefe facts luiii'.; us within the jtriiiciples of title

"by eontiy;uiiy," as recoi^/iised l>y international

lasv, then upon that principle we claim it. Aiimv
me, .sir, to add one other evidence of title to (Jre-

i;on; I introduce it hy way of plea in i>ar to Gvi-n\

Hritaiii. In the sixteenth century (treat Britain,

hy charters, granted to the colonies of Viri;iiiia ami
Massachusetts all land.s lyini; helween crrtain ptir-

iillels of latitude across this coiiiimnt, "from sea to

sea." All the territorial ri;;hls wkich nriiain then

had, rested in the colonies between tlielimiis men-
lioncd from the Atlantic to the Pacific These
diartcred limits embrace nil, or nearly nil, of Ore-
•;;on. In 177(5, these colonies were renels; in 17H;j,

they were victors, trentin;^ on terms of nnlioiial in-

dependence and national equality with their former
sovereign. By tiic treaty of llHli, Britain nc-

knowledgcd their indejiendcnce, and le''t them in

the full nnd j^cnceablc enjoyment of nil the territo-

rial rights, ns granted to the colonies by the char-

ters, without any reservation or exception.

The colonies to whi<'h these grants were made,
have since ceded all their territorial rights beyond
certain limits, to the United States, where the title

is now vested. The question now c,ome.g np be-

tween Britain, the grantor to the colonies, nnd the

United States, as assignee of the colonics who were
the grantees of Britain, under 'he hand and seal of

her King. Can we not, then, successfully set up
in bar of Britain's claims, the titles granted by her

King, signed, sealed, and delivered, in ]C,'>% nnd
1620, and by her ae:ain ratified and confirmed in

1783, against any claim she can now mnl^e ? By
lier charters she conveyed all the rights .'^lie then
liad, and by the same grant she estopp -d herself

from afterwiirds acquiring any further rii;hls in the

country, unless by purchase or by conquest, neither

of which «he now prrfrndfl to claim. I will ndr
Hir, one more muniment of title, niiil the lanl: .

is the title of the gentleman from Illinois, " incvi'

able destiny." 'I'liere is more in this nrgumfii'

sir, than appears upon the siirlacc. If, by pr)litic,

derelictions, arising either from political nmbitioi

seclioiiiil jealou.sies, cupidity, avarice, party ho.'-

tiliiy, forciijn attachmeiitHand toreii;ii iiiterestfl, w
should |os(- Oregon now, by inevitable destiny

will be recovered. Sir, nations, like men, pa."

throiiL'h iiif.incy lo the vigor of manhood, and thi

ilie decrepitude of hoary age. If we are true t

ourselves and preserve our glorious Union, win
our vast and fertile empire shall sustain its (it't

million of freemen, the sails of our commen
wliiii'ii ev( ry wave, and our navy ride triumphal
oil every sen, then, sir, we will win on (he battl

field what we may this day lose in the couni

chatnbfT. Thus will inevitable destiny give i;

()reg<in. Upon these five several grounds I \>n>

our rivals in and title to Oregoti, and leavi; each f

him.srlf to decide upon the force and ellect of tl,

proof adduced.
Mr. Chairman, before I prnecfd to state ihccv

dence upon which Britain rrsts her claim and pr<

tensions in Oregon, allow me to notict one inqMii

tant fact, wlii.li is now a matter of hi.story an

cannot Ix- denied. It is tl . that in all the dipl<

matic discussions which have taken jilace betwei

the twoCJovernmenis in relation to Oregon, from tli

treaty of Ghent in |H|4, down to the year IS^t

Fiiigland b.ised her claims exclusively upon tli

discoveries of her niivii^ators. The Nootka coi,

veiitioii was never named in tluse diseiissions urn

Mr. Htish, the Ameri(!!ui Minister, introduced

in ).'-<2fi. In IHr>(J Britain changed ground; sh

abandoned her claims by discovery as the sol

grounds of Ik r title, and planted herself upon tli

Nootka convention. Ami why,sir,wasthischang'
The reason is obvious. The discussionof thisciue.-

tioii lead the Ministers of the two Governments i

trace back their claims respectively to their origii

in the log-books, daily jour lals, and contempor,i
neons writings of the several navigfitor.s upon whos
discoveries the title of the claimants must stand e

fall. Before this inve.stigation the British title fadti

away, and its inevitable overthntw was foreseen ii

her statesmen: the American title grew bright(

and stronger at every .step. The British negoiia

tors, to avoid defeat, in 182G changed ground, aii^

look shelter behind the Nootka convention, upe
which the title on her .side i.s now mainly rested.

1 shall now )iroceed to state the claims and pn
ten.=iions of Britain to Oregon, as she has mad
them, durin;: the thirty years negotiation on thi

subje(;t, first by discovery and exploration of In

navigators, and. secondly, by virtue of the Noo;
ka convenlion. In the eiU'ly part of her negi

ti.-ition, and whilst Great Britain predicated h(

claims upo'i discovery and exploration, she con.

menccd with the voyage of Sir Francis Draki
Sir, what was that voyager On the the ISth >

December, l.')77, Drake .sailed from Plymoutl;
Ktigland, o.steiisibly for a voyage to Egypt, hu

really, as the sequel proved, on a predatory c.'i

cursion against the S|)anish settlements in Amer
ica. In September, ].'>7S, he arrived in the Pncili

near the Spanish settlements there, and after plui:

dcring tlieir towns and ships, and filling his vess'


