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His skill in
framing
resolutions

An anvil,
not- a
hammer.
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siiow it.si:lf ill! I 1)0 rectilicMl. In that which sometimes apiiears as \\\\

autdcrjitical (lictiiiii, In; is only the inniithpiece of tlio pfoseiit and forimT
CoiiiMiittces, by whojii tliu subject may have liuen many times (liscusseil

aixl settled. SnfKeieiit checks arc- always at liand for a presumijtuous
Hucretary. The Committee pos.sesses a plastic power which few minds
can resist. Yonr Seci-etarit's owe many obligations to those who in this

room lielp and fjiiide and correct their plans. May this Committee ever
rej^ard their Secretaries as a part of themselves, uphold tliem by their

sympathy, tlieir counsel, and above all by their prayers, that their

shortcomings may be pardoned and their mistakes overruled."

His hio^rapher, William Kni^dit, speaks from lonj^ personal
knowled^^e of Venn's skill in conduclin^' the business of the

Committee. " P^,s f^reat desire was to avoid the formation of

parties in it, to have each topic thoroughly discussed from every
point of view, and so to frame each I'esolutiou or despatch as to

cover the views of all present, or at least to make the minority—it

mif^dit he of one—feel that its arguments had received due con-

sideration. Ho had a happy tact in perceiving when a subject

was exhausted, and discussion was degenerating into desultory

talk." Knight gives an illustration of his anxiety not to dictate :

—

" Om one occasion he brought forward a plan which ho had elaborated
with i.Mich care and patience. It was not acce]'*^able. At once ho
withdrew it without .' Mord. Some time afterwar • a Committee-man
proposed the same scheme, and it was unanimously applaudi;d. Ho
merely called for his paper, read it aloud, and said, 'I read this to the
Conunittee three months ago, but they would not hear of it.'

"

As far hack as 1M;j:3, eight years before Venn became Secretary,

William Jowett concluded the Instructions to John Tucker on his

departure for Madras with some words found in the letter of

Ignatius to Polycarp on the hitter's position at Smyrna

—

Irifii

f^/jaio? (OS (iK/xoii/ Tvtnoit.f.vo<i,
''

Si((ii(/ alcudji (tH (111 (diril irlicn it is

strKck." Tucker in after years often recalled them, saying, " J'e

(III (iiiril, (111(1 not a iKiiiinicr" ; and Knight quotes them as

emhodying the spirit in which Henry Venn acted in Committee,
and indeed in life generally. But while quite ready to stand still

and he struck liimself, he would not allow his beloved Society to 1)6

struck witli impunity. After his death, Bisho]) Wilherforce wrote

of his dfs'ution to the C.JNI.S. in very striking tei'ins :

—

" Once or twice, through the liecord iu\i\ otherwise, ho has smitten me
hard when he thought I in any way wronged C.M.S. ; but I no more
resented it than I should have resented Sir Lancelot's chivalry for his

Queen," *

Moreover, Venn would ever do what he could to prevent

* Lifi- of lUfliop S. WiJherforct', vdI. iii. ]>. 407. T?iit tli(> roforoiico to tho

Record is misleailiii^. That paper was always ready to figlit ttn> Hisliop, no
doubt, and needed no impetus from Veim in tiuit direction; but Venn's
pc rsoiial iufluoiiee with it was ill. hvca an on tsidi roaiter in Mr.

Haldane's time coidd see that Vciui was no favourite of his ; and Vouti's

privati^ journals rovoal lii.s not hit'recpiont dissatisfaction with tho editorial

utterancos.


