
there is the white population, why have you
Dot done it?" We were not prcpartil to

forego our'pledgcj in this matter; l)ut what
could we do but do exactly as we did '!

There is no great harm done in postpouiu^

this matter to the next aesaion. We shall

have to then, if the census cannot be relied

upon, get our returns from somewhere else,

and bring forward a measure for the pur-

pose without regard to the Island, and

without regard to the Mainland or anything

else except justice to the people, (Chee-s.)

I wish to quote a further telegram since the

House rose, by which you will see how
thoroughly in good faith the Government is

in this matter. As I said, we were satis-

fied that there was some mistake in these

returns, while at the same time we had

Mr. Lowe's statement that they were cor-

rect, and which we were not in a position

to prove was wrong. I have l)een tolil, and

it may be an explanation of the matter,

that Mr Lome's figures, which ho gives,

are arrived at by deducting certain In-

dians which he ought not to deduct; thiit

he had deducted some 11,000 Iiidi.tiis us

whites that are really Indians; and th:i"

there ought to be added 11,000 to the popu-

lation of the Mainland of Hritish C'oluniliia

This may.be the result; l)ut allow mu to tell

you that vvhen the truth comes out, you
will have, and this country will hvve, tlie

benefit of it; because I tell you that redis-

tribution as between Maiidand and Island

will be chietly according to p ipala'ion.

(Cheers,) We have been blamed because

we did not immediately jump to an explana-

tion which Mr, Ikown gave in tlie matter
How could we l.ave jumped to his conjee

tures without getting more accurate retuinH ?

We don't want guess work ; we want facts,
J

[Hear, hear. J \Va want returns so tiiat v, u I

cm keep our promise. The consccj'uuce is

that we were bound to get accurate retu.ns.

What do we find is the po.sition of our as-

sailants in this matter '! You will Hi;d it in

this morning's Xeii's Adverllfief umier ihe ;

heading "Census Farce," Ih'j following : I

AceordiuK to a (lispateli frniiv our eorfC.si>r:n 1- I

eut at Ottawa, wiiieh we publishea on Sunanv, I

the Finauee Miuisterof this I'rovince has titeu
i

compelled t) accept the census returns \'v in ;

British Columbia as substantially eoneet.

Now, I beg to say that Mr. Turner has
'

been obliged to do nothing of the kind. Mr.
|

Turner has gone East, and one of his prinei-
'

pal objects is to find out how tiiis een-Ui
matter stands. It miy be that the et-ntm will

be acknowledged to be correct as re^anls
the number in the Province ta'<en as a
whole—white men, Indians, Chine>e and
all—and in that view of the matter it m ly be
pKBrfectly right; but to accept the clasaitiia

tion as correct is a very different matter,
and that is what Mr. Turner has gonn there
for—to ascertain the classitiiation; to lii.d

out whether, after everything has beeu in-

vestigated, Mr, Lowe still insists on adher-
ing to the fiijures ; and if he Hiuh out he is

wrong, to discover where the discrepancy
li'js. I may tell you that the returns in this

conceal the true olassilication in the IVov.
ince, yet 1 am assured by the etiumer.itors

thenselves that when •^^i get the returns

you can find out exactly how many Indians
have been included. 1 thought at one time
I had found something. I came across a

CI lumn where they gave the nationality

both of the father and mother; and although
there are s-oiiie white children whose fathers

and mothers have both beeu born ia the
Province, yet they are not very many, and
you can judge whether tliey are wiiit&i or

not; but we found out that those boru in

British Columbia are simply clased as Ca
nadiaus, so the uundjtr of Indian.", so far as

the book is concerned, is simuly sealed, If

you will take the returi.s, y i « ill be able

to Hud out the truth of the matter. The
Neii.'s Adrfrliner goes on to say :

No one who luis ufiven i.ny Himmnt of study
to the ((iiestion ever entertained the idea lor ii

inoiui'iit tliHt r.eeou d do iniythinjrelso Neither,
we may believe, did the K.riMiioe I'inister hini-
seH' nor the remainder (if nis eollesKnes in Vie
t-ria. The tupid blinder of deOuetini? ab ut
1J.01» Indiiuis iruiii lu; popul-ition of tin; Miiiii-

luiid who bud never been included in the census
returns had merely to t)i' exjxised to ( oinpleiely

' ups. t the liinisy pretext for deforriiif,' a incisure
of redistribution.

Now, if that be the correct view of thing-t

who IS the liliin leriiig party? Is it the
(riiverument? All we have done is to send
to those parti'.'s to give us the returns, what
were the Indians, what the Chinese and
what were the numb'jr of the whites and
he ha^ assumed to give them, aid if tiic-e

is any mistake it is there, not vith u-.

Now allow me io read the la<t telegram
from Mr, Lowe:

.\iu'il IS, i'',i:!.

.7. Liiiri', Oilaiia, ti'> Uiiii. Till') IMvir, Pinnicr:
I'opulntion I!riti«!i Cdiunibia (ibs:>lntelv as fo

-

lows: Vane(ni\er Isbiiid — Iiulia'.s, .").:!l!.V, f^hi-

iiese, ;>,l.s:'.; whire-^, :;.-<, -j, ,;i
; totil, ;>('.,7i;7. Main-

Inn)—Imiians, J'.i.i.;!!
; Chiiuse, .>,T27; wliiU'S.

•-'CiOli; total, til .-tot).

This is the return tlmt the Xcirs Ailrer-

O'ser, the ori^'ii • f the iigitatoi'S htrj, ba.\ 8

has to he t'lk' n n correc% and tint, no smi
si'i'e man ear' srpjio=e luything else The e

aic fa ts I am tt IH.ej you, and what is

more, I am aoii g to i;ive a copy of those
docm (lilts to evcryoii') who wants them hv
which you can sre f. r yonrst-lf. Have I

ever pinned nij faith to that return? Have
I not Slid from tlie Hrst that I believed
that the retur.'-; are wrong and inaccurate?
Now, I know tiia'.to every reasonable per-
son in this audience I have given a satisfac-

tory explanaMnn of this matter of rdi tri-

1 utieii. The (toverninent could not have
done otherwi-e than it has done, and every
honoriilile man should u;jh<dd me in thi-i

matter. Anyone who has not his feelings,

his rcaioi and convictions blinded by pre-

judice will see that the Govern i ent i-t hon-
est in the c urse it has taken, and I

will ta'<e the^e docu-hope you
menta and real and digest them, and
a-ic( rtain whetlier the Goveruniont is right
or wrung on tlie stand it has ta';en o^i the
iiuestiou of redistri'mUon. If yon g-i

,

through the census von will fiud that great
Blue Buo.; seem to be mixed up so as to

[
pains are taken to divide every district up,

I

I
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