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this eliort is llicir lext from vvliicli llicy arc to preach
their scrtniiii.

1 licre cull l)f 110 -jucition th.it the Lhn>t wouki to-day
support all manly ami iniiuccnt pastiim-s. So, to nictt the
nee(l> vi ihe luiig wintry cvLiiinns wc have comman-
(lecrcd the two mhuII jails in our district and c()nver«"d
thciit inio clubs, with a library and iLjiiius. .-liich have
l)ccn Mipiileiiitnteil t)y the niiportalion of lootbalLs made
of riiliiar lor scr\ on the -now. This lia^ becnnie so
jxjpular that our l.-kiiiio WDineii join the ^j.iir.e with their

babies 111 their hoods, and .-.L-.-il-skiu loutlialls stuU\.d with
dry grass have spruii^j into existence all ilonj^ the coast.

The toys, which we usually credit Mnta l^laus with
'rin;;iii^' from the North, had hitherto been consjiicuous
by their absence, the supply perliaps Iteiui; exh.iiistcd.

Anyhow the birthdays of the '.abrador cliildrtn, like the
birthd.-iy of our Lord, iiave never been diaracterixtd by
tli_e jovtul relcbrations that formed oases in our own child
life. We have turned the current of toys back to the
North a^,'ain. True, the dolls are often legless, the tops
are (lented, and the Xo.ah's arks resemble hospitals, lint

these trilles have made the Christmas tree on the 'urtlulay

of tile Saviour no les.s a nies-.-itje of the love of (iod to
these matiy 1 rthdayless children, who thus keep their
own on that day.

We have became roiduary lej;ateis for all the real

estate in the orphan chiUlreii line. Some ye.irs aj;o I

buried a vouni^ Scotch fi-heriii;in and his wife in a deso-
late san<lspit of 'and riuiniti^ out itif one of t!ie long
fjords of Labrador. Amidst the pov y-stricken jjroup
that stood by as the snow fell, wet, five little orphan
cliildrer.. Having; assumed the care of all of them, I

advertised twr in a P.oston iicwsiKiper and received an
application from a farmer's wife in New Hampshire.
Later on T visited the farm ; it was small and poor and
away in _tl)e backwoods. The woman had children of her
own. Her simple explanation as to why she took the
tulldren is worth recording: "T cannot teach in the Sun-
day-school or attend prayer-meetings, Doctor. They are
too far away, and I wanted to do something for the
Master. I thought the farm w^ould feed two more chil-

dren." I was glad she could not speak at the prayer-
meetings. Perhaps after all we gracle our Christians by
a wrong standard. How many are losing the chances of
preaching sermons that need no oratory? Is it one of thf

itf.
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