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the three Latin powers of the Western Mediterranean.
They have made it clear that they neither invite nor
desire the intervention of Germany in their disputes:
Spain and Italy will not allow themselves to be used as
the cats -paw^ ofGerman colonial policy, to molest a sis'ter
nation Italy and Fiance will not tolemte a German
or an Austrian descent upon the Nile valley It is to
agreements of this kind that German publicists referwhen they complain that the German people is beinff
strangled in a network of diplomacy. The complaint
will only become justifiable when the right to steal is
recognized by European public law.
But these agreements of the Latin peoples amone

themselves, instructive as they are, only helped France
negatively, by releasing her from embarrassments which
might have hampered her in a war of lif- and death
It is to the Entente with Russia and wit! dingland that

Until 1909 the weak spot in her armour of alliances was
the absence of any direct understanding between her
two chief supporters. She had one set of agreements
with Russia, anothe • set of agreements with England
bhe felt that she could certainly depend on Russian
help, and that England, though not definitely com-
mitted in the same way as Russia, could not afford to
stand neutral while French territory or French colonies
were being appropriated by another po«rer. But there
was no guaran.ee that England and Russia would work
harmoniously together when both were ranged upon the
side of France. From 1904 to 1909 it was a leading object
of French foreign policy to secure this guarantee. There
can be no doubt that French influence was largely
responsible for the gradual reconciliation of EngLd
and Russia in those years, for the growth of a feeling in


