
MILTON.

tn\ lliom^^' lvcs, nn<l sIhmiI.I be ' iiancipateil from the

(loniiuK.n <.f pit'jiulice as well as hum that of Charles.

]Ie ku**w that those who, with tlu- l)c'st intentions, over-

looked these schemes of reform, ami c.iiU'ntr.l tlu'iiisclves

with p«llim„Ml<>\vu llic l.in.i; amil iiiii.riscMiii)-: tlu* iiiali^r-

nants, n( like the liee.ll. ss l.n.il.rrH \n his own i-oi m
who. in their citu.riKss to ai>i..T-f the tmm <'t llio

sorceu'r, iicL'lecl" <l llie iiu ;ins of hl'.-rat in-; lia; caidive.

TIm'v ihou«ihL only of conciuering when they should have

thought of disenchanting.

Oil, yp II istook, y shonM have snatch '<1 hi« wand,

AihI houiul liiiii fa>.t : witlmut his rml i. vnsM,

AimI Wkwanl niutlers of ilissf vering power,

We CHiiiiot free the U«ly that sits hi ie

In stony fetters *ix\l, an«l motionless. " '

To reverse the rod. to spell the charm hack ward, to

hreuk the tie^ which hound a stiijielicd j-eopk to tlie scat)

of encha: a, was tlie nohle aim of Milton. To this

all liis , duct was diivcied. Tor tlii.s h(> joineil

the I'rol'V f(.r this he foix ok them. He foiiyht

t leir i-eiilu . , i .atle, hut he tu nrd away with disdain

from their insolent triump! ii« .-^aw that they, like

those whom they had van(iu..5iinl, were hostile to the

lil>ertv of thought, lie t]KM\ h)re joined the Indei.endents,

and ( ailed i;)'" i'roniwell lo 1 . ak the nkir ch;iin,

and to save I t ", .onseien. e fioni the }'aw of the l're>-

hyteiian wclf." With ii view to the siiiue *:reaL ol.Je' t. he

attacked the licensii<:4 system,^ in that suhlime treatise

which every slatesuian sliould wear as a sign upon his

hand and as frontlets oelween his eye.s.* His attacks

were, in general, directed less against particular abuses
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" "nv tlie terms of t"n<* Sclfinii L«';t(;u.' iiml (.nant, riesliyto-

riaui^u liccaine the tsiablihheil religion of Kiij,..iud as %veU aa o£

{Scuiiitiiil.

•i On. rf Milton '.s finest i>ro8« efTorts U the Ara'punHira, a speech

for tlie tif..l...n ..f unlicensea printing— i.e., for the freedon^ of th«

press fii'in ctiusoiship.

4. See Exodus f iii. . Jhn'. r»'. S.


