
(Gen. 1, 27) Therefore (Joii alone liaa supreme rijjht over the

life and death of His own creature: and he wlio usurps tliis

power and destroys the life of a human beintj usurps tlie pre-

rotjative of (Jod and is <{uilty of the greatest crime.

Like all rliH othei- Conunandments, the fifth contains a

two-fold oljjifjaiiou : l>.t, it forbids to kill, 2nd, it commands

us to live in peace witli all men, to cherish sentiments of

ch>int\-. ^Dod-will nrrl frii'nd>hi[i towards our neii;h'")rs even

those who are hostile to us, and to hear with [)atii'nce 'Jie

ill-trefitment, insults and injuries of others.

l^t. Th'' prohihitoi-y pii'Cept. — This pref't'|)t reipiires some

t'xplanatioii to he coriectly niidfrst<>(j(i. St. Au^justin tells us

that in Ir inie there were false (ioetor-i wlio taught tliat the

precep; n 'I'hou siialt tiot kill,» should he extended to tlje

fiiiits of the earth which are insensible, and to the irrational

aniniaU v hich form no part of the jrreiit society o'' niinkind.

This fnUe teachin^j is con lenined liy Holy Sciipture, since

(lod said to N'l 'h and hi>* sons on tfnintj foith from tlie mk
after the deluLje : "All the beast* of th>' ertrlh, all tlie fowls

nf the air, all that move upon the enrtli, all the fi«ihes of the

sea are delivered into your hand. A id every tliiny that

nKjvetli aiiii liveth shall be meat for yon. even as the ijreen

herbs have I delivered them all to you. • i(ien. IX, 2. •i.) The

fifth Commandment refers only to the killintr of human
beinjrs. "'lie lower animals are destined by (Jod fnr the ser-

vice of man ; th'-y siip[)ly us witli what is es>sential to life,

namely, fooi] and cloihinj;; tliey help us iii oiu' work ; they

instruct us in our duties l)y their faithful compliance witli

the instinct of the natuie which (Jod tjave them. The bee, for

example, shows us by its constant imiustry tliat we should

not spend our time in iiileness ; the dove teaches us to be

pure, devoted and peaceful ; the lamb to be inoti'ensivi; and

patient: the l)irds deliijht and amuse us by the sweetness ami

variety of their sintrinij Thus all created things help to sliow
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