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WINNIPEG, DECEMBER 27, 1897.

COMPLIMENTS OF THE
SEASON.

This number of The Commerclal jy
issued one day carller thaz usual. Sat-
urday being ‘g, holiday, weo have print-
ed op Friday. All-our readers we wish
o merry Christinas.

Dhis is the lagt number of The Com-
mercial for 1897. TMhe next number
will be dated January 1, 1338. and
thereafter The Commereiatl will b2
dated Saturday. instead of Monday.
This change is made to mmaka the date
of the paper correspond with the date
ol the morket reports. Our market
reforts are complete up to the close
of the markets on Saturday of each
week. “As this Is tha last issua of this
jeurnal for 1897, wo take the oppor-
tunity also of wishing our readers a
Toappy New Year.

STEWED TEA,

Since package teas came into usd a
great deai has been written in the
way of. giving directions how to prop-
cily infuse teas. Packago tcas are
now. very largely used, .and directions
for infusing tea are usually printed on
tho packages. Vendors of packaga
teas have also In otlier ways advertis-
ed and published instructions for mak-
ing tea. Notwithstanding all that
las been sald and written, very fow
peogle observe the slmplest rules in
making tea. At a church soclal In
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Winnipeg, 16 1s said a large wash
boller wag u-ed fn which to make the
tea. This vessel was filled with
watert and & couple of pounds of tea
were dumped into it and allowed to
stow without any regard for time
1mit. Moro tea and water was added
to keep up the supply as xe-
quired. This would make pdecocuou
almoest [it to pofson-a. pup, and utterly
lacking in the . fine flavor of a gool
cup of tea, no matter how cholee the
coriginad quality of the tea tsed. It
indleates, however, the general disre-
gara for reasonable care’ in making
tea.  Wo will have to train up a, new
generation of women befora this care-
loss hablt of stewlng tea can be got
rid of. In the meantimeo thera will
be much reason for the complaint that
tea 13 & cause of dyspepsia and indi-
gestion, for stewed- toa. is anything but
a healthy beoverage. N
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TIN CAN SOCIAL.

Oner of the fads of the day Is the
tin can social. Each person attending
is expected to take along « tin of
canned goods for charitable purposes.
If the price of the can of goods yere
givon in cash, and tlie money invested
in flour and beef, far better results
woula Do obtajned. While canned
goods are wholevome and reasonabla
in price, theoy are rather too much of
o luxury to be made a basis for char-
ity-giving. The cost of the canned
goods, turned into beef and flour, would
give vastly better servica to people in
need of charity. .

OUR NATIONAL HIGHWAY

There have bien o good many com-
plajets in this country against the
Canadian Pacific Rallway company,
and Tl.e Comncrclpl bas at times beot
obliged to condemn some of the ruley
of the company. At the same thue wo
bhelleve there are very few Canadians
who will not rejoice to learn of the
prosperity of our great national road.
Particularly will this be truo of West-
crn Canadious, The prosperity of tho
Caradian Pacl.ic railway means the
prosperity of tho country at large, and
If thero are any who canuotb wish tho
company prosperity in g, broad, gen-
erous way, they can do it from a sel-
fish point of view, secing that thocom-
pany cuvuld hardly be prosperous wun-
less the country also were prosperous.

Then wo have the question of freight
1ales. A prosperous company would bo
moro Mkely to roduce rates than if$he
balance -were on the wrong side of
the profit and loss agcount, Indeed,
it is not iwprobable that the recent
Important reductions in frelght rates
bas been brought about, to a consid-
erable extent, by the prosptrous seg-
son which Presidont Sir Willlam Van
Horne recently referred to, in an in-
terview ot Montresl,
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PROSPEROUS FARMERS.
Large numbers of Maunitoba farmers
have been golng ast during the past
few sveeks, to spend the hollday
season with old friends, A party who
came in on one of the local
brauchk Hne trajns recently, scid that
there  were seventy-five farmers
on the train who were all on
thelr way Bast, This Is certalaly
an ingication that the farmers of
Manitoba are prosperous, If they
were pot 5o, they could not afford to
make this long and expensive trip
East, to spend the lholday se...on,

A CARELESS CUSTOM.

The custom of sending sample pack-
ages of patent medicines around to
private Jouses, should be condemued,
it It 18 generally followed the way
it is done in Winnipeg. Theso sample
puckages are often thrown into a
doorway where thely are left to be
accidentally discovered, and if there
ar any small cldidren about the
house, they are likely to bz the first
ones ta 1ind the packages, Sometimes
the samples are even handed to small
children who may be playing about
the yard, While many ol thege medi-
cines may be harmless, some of them
are cerstainly not so, and they should
1ot be left vhere they ave liabe to
be discovered and possibly swallowed
by wyoung children,

AN HONEST MAN.

In these Qays of eommercial loos-
ness, the example set by Samuel L.
Clemens, in paying off the creditors of
a comppany in whiol hie wag o partner,
ib o5 a refreshing oasis in » vast des-
ert. Mr. Clomens, better known as
Aark Twaldn, was o anember of the
publishing house of Chas. L. Webster
& Co. When this ccmpany failed Mr.
Clemzens handed over lis private re-
soureas to the creditors, and as this
was not suflicient to meat the liabil-
itles in. full, lie started out on a lee~
turing tour of the world, though an
old man, in order to earn Ssufficlent -
to make up the deficiencies. He visit-
ed Australin, South Adrica and Eur-
ope, and it is now announged that he
has earned enough to pay off all
clalms in full. This last effort of the
famous entervainer and  writ~
er should earn him greater renown
than all the doings of his busy life-

‘thoe heretofore, greal as his achieve-

ments have been. Few people would
have the ability to earn money as
Mark Twain has done, no matter how
groat thelr dzsire to do sn. At the same
time, as:lgnments, compromises and
clearances can never glter the moral
responsibilivy to pay 100 cents on
tho collar, provided those who have
not dope sd arg able to do it. The
world will speak of Mark Twaln asan
lhonest  man ~The noblest work of



