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THE BUSINESS SITUATION.
WINNIPEG, Saturday, Feb. 29, 1898,
Thore was a complete break-up of the

winter this weok, tho temperature keoping

vory mild up to Thursday, when it became
more secasonable again, The wild weather
began a week ago Fridey, and with tho tem-
poraturo rangiog up &s high as 50 dogrees,
tho snow soon disappeared, and country roads
waro soon in bad shape for Joads. There has
beon o little more snow again, but it is quite
possible that sleighing for this winter is about
done. With the large quantity of grain held
by farmers, good roads during March wero
very desirable. Looking uy our files, we find
that thero was a break-up in tho winter a
year ago this weok, in consequonce of which
frozon meats, fish, etc, declined heavily in
prico, frozan beef selling as low as 2¢c.

Basiusess is improving, aud the wholesalo

houses aro husy scnding out goods. Even in

such lines as paints, hardware, lamber, ote,
tho demand has now set in and considerable
business i3 dving, with prospects ahead favor-
ablo for a gnod season. Qaite a number of
orders havoe been filled for British Columbia
interior poiats, where goods are waunted
earlier than in Manitoba; but the spring
dvmand i3 becoming general  Bauk clear
ings at Wianipeg for tho week show an
increass of 50.5 per cent over the correspon-
ding wesk 2 year ago, and about 87 por cent
over the wook two pears ago.  The aggregate
increase of all Canadian cities this week is

15.4 pbr cant.

Thers were fifty-one busiuess fuilures re-
ported in Cavada this week, against fifty-
eight last wecek, forty-four in the like week
a3y year, thirty-nine in 1891, and forty-
threo in 1893, according to Bradstreots.

Bradstreets' report this week rogarding
trade in the United States says: Unsatisfac-
tory cooditions provail in the cotton goods,
woolen, iron and steel industries. Jobbersin
products of cutton mills report that trade
dregs, notwithstauding cut rates, aund that
the outlook is that there will bo more 1dle cot-
ton mill machinory. Steel rails, iron pips
and nails aro tho firmest product of tho steel
and iron industries. Sales &F steel billets
havo beon infrequent and quotations are off
73 cents, Bessemer pig iron also is quoted
25¢ lower.

‘Tho feature of the London stock market
this week bhas been tho rush for Argentine
securities, which are booming. All Sonth
Americans were better in sympatby, but
Brazils were not so strong. The great
strength iu silver 13 partly due to Japaocse
purchases. At New TYork yesterday there
was 3 violont break in prices, owing to the
warlike tdlk in conyress on tho Cuban
question,
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[All quotstions, unlees otherwise Acd, are whole-
sale for such quantitios 23 are ugnally taken by retail
dealery, and aro subJoct to the waual reduction onlarge
quantitics and to cash discouats.l

CoaL.—~Xeports this weok indicats that the
Pennsylvania anthracite operators have been
perfecting thelr orgauization aund they ovi-
dently intend to have a very strong agroe-
ment for this year, as to the regulstion and
apportionment of tho output among the
various companics, the regulation of prices,
ote. A xoport says: *Ia substancothe new
agreoment requires tho pooling of all tonnage
to bo equitable divided monthiy, profitol fitty
conts per ton for cither over-shipmonts or
cutting of prices. No coal is 10 bo sold at

dolivored prices, nor is any shippor toguaran-
teo vessol freight for futuro delivery. Percont.
ages of tonnages allotted each road or distriot
aro basod upon tho average shipmonts made
by ‘each ono during the past thres years,
Thero is to bo o general selling ageucy for
each of tho six districts, ench agenoy to con-
trol the product and make sales to bo oquit.
ably divided among the operators.’ Lacally
thero is no new feature in the coal trade.
oxecopt that the very mild weather has reduc.
ed consamption to aremarkably small amonng
for thisseason of tho year. Winnipegpricezaro
as follows: Pennsylvania anthracite, $8.50
por ton. delivered th consumers; Souris
lignite. $1.25 per ton, delivered to consumers,
and 88.85 at tho yard here; Lethbridge
bituminous 85.50 to consumers; western
anthracite, $8.50 per ton to consumers.

CorRDW0OD.—Thera was a firmer tendoncy
for wond, owing to the break up of tho roads
and difficulty of getting in supplics. Poplar
particularly was scarco and retail prices were
advanced 25t050c. Woquots pricesas follows
for car lots on track hete; ‘I'amarac. good,
$1.00; mixed or poorer tamarac, $3.50 to
$8.75 ; pine, 83.25 to 83.50 ; spruce, $3.00 to
$8.25; oak, dwad, 83.00 to 83.25; oak, good,
greon cut, $3.75 ; poplar. dead, $2.25; poplar,
green cat, dry, $2.50 per cord.

DruGs.—Croam of tartar is again reported
lower, British advices reportiog a decline of
2 to 83 per cwt. Glycerine, however, holds
firm. Sulphate of copper or bluestono 33 firm-
er abroad. Following prices are forsmall par-
cols, and will be shaded considerably
for full packago orders : Allum per-pound,3} to
4%c, alcohol, 81.75; bleeching powder, per
pound; 5 to 8c; bluestone, 43 to 5c¢; blue
vitrol, 5 to 8ci borax, 11 o 13 c; bromide
potash, 55t0 75¢; camphor, 75 to 85¢; cam-
phor, ounces 8) to Y0c; carbolic acid, 40 to
63¢c; castor oil. 11 to 15¢; chloride potash,
28 to 35c ; citric acid, 55 to 63c. copperas 8}
to 4c; cocaine, per oz.. $7.50 to 88.00 ; cream
tartar, per pound. 28 to 85c; cloves, 20 to
23c; epsom salts, 8} to de; extwract logwood.
bulk, 14 to 18c; do., boxes, 18 to 20c;
German quinine, 8) to 40c; glycerine, per
pound, 20 to 25c; gingor, Jamaica. 25 to 40¢c;
do., African, 20 to 23¢; Huward’s quinine,
per ounce, 35 to 45¢; iodine, $5.50 to $6.00;
insect powder, 35 to 40c ; morphis sul., S1.90
t0$2.25, Opium, $L50 to $5,00; oil, olive,
$1.25 to $1.40; oil, U. S. salad, $1.25 to 1.40;
oil, lemon, super $225 to 2.75; oil, pepper-
mint, $1.00to $1.50: oil, cod liver, $2.25 to
2.75 per galion; oxalice acid, 18 to 1Gc;
potassiodide, $1.25 to 4.503 paris green, 17 to
184 1b; saltpetre ; 10 %0 12¢3 salrocaelle 80
to 85¢; sheliac, 45 to 50c; sulphur flowers,
83 to 5c; sulphar roll, per keg, 83 to 5¢; soda
bicarb, per keg of 112 pounds, $3.75 t0 $4.25;
sal soda, S2 to $3; tartaric acid, perlb., 45
to 55¢.

DRrY Goons—\Whalesalers are busy ship-
ping cut goods. Thero has been a
demand from the west for spring clothing.
hats, ete., since tho recent mild weather. A
Toronto raport says: Wholesalo merchants
and the clothing manufacturers are mnow
placing orders for autumn goods. Represen-
tatives of Canadian maunufacturers say that
orders aro rather better than at this time
last year.

Fisn.—The market is well supplied with
{resh fish. Dariog the rcceat soft spell,
native frozon fish sold very luw, Lake Maun-
itoba white fish soldatunderde por 1b, Xake
Manitoba, however, usnally soll lower than
Lako Winnipeg fish, Theroisagreat difference
in tho quality « f oysters in the market, and
prices vary widely in consequence. Exporters
ot Salkirk aro paying tho iullowiniprim for
Lake Winnipeg fish, secording to the Record:
‘Whitefish, bexed, 3 to 53c; do., looso, 43¢;
Ppickarcl. boxed, # to 43c; do., lonse, 83t083c;
Jackfish, boxed, 1§13 do. locsa, 1c; tuilibers,
1} to 130; sturgoon 5¢; catfish 43c. In tho

.

Winnipeg msarket, jobbing prices are: Cod,
9 a lb; haddock 9¢ a lb; salman, ld4c;
halibut 123c: smelts 9 to 100; Lako Supesior
trout, 9¢; whitefish, 54 toGo ; pickercl 4todic;
pike 23 to 8¢; perch 2 to 2}c; sturgeon
Go; finnan haddies 7. to Tie. or $2.10 to
$2.25 por box; kippered poldeyes 80c doz.;
ovaters, $1.83 to 82 G0 per gal; shell oysters,
87.50 por bvarrel. Cnred fish are quotad:
Boneless codfish. 40lb boxes 7¢, do crates Tie;
bonaless fish. 401b boxes, Sc; smoked herrings,
15 to 2Jc box; dry cod $6 per box of 1001bs.;
salt whitefizh, 85.50 por barre! of 109 pounds;
falt lako trout, $3.57 per barrel ; salt herring,
§-barrol $4.

FLUID Begr, ETC.—Following are prices of
tho goods put up by the Johnston Fluid Beef
Company of Montreal : —Johnstons Fluid Beof
—No. 1, 2-0z. tir  per dozen, $2.70; No. 2
4oz, 81.50; No.  3Soz., $7.88; No. 4, 11b.,
$12.83; No. 5, 21b,, $21.80. Staminal—2cz.
bottles. per dozen,$2.55; do, 4oz., $5.10; do, 8
oz, $7.63; do. 1Goz., $12.75. Fluid Beef
Cordial—200z. bottles, S10, Milk Granules-~
In cascs of 4 dozen, $3.10. Milk Granules
with Cercals—In cases of 4 dozen, $1.25

GREEN FRruns:—Nowo of the {rezan Cali-
lornia oranges have reached this marke-,

“but good ravels andseedlings are now offering

at lower prices. New Mossina lomonrs of fine
quality are now in gaod supply at easy prices.
Bananas aro coming in protty regularly now.
Apples steady. Craunberries scarco. OQOualy a
fow fr.zea in tho market. Malaga grapes
are becoming well cleaned up, aud higher
prices are expected for this line soon. A few
pincappleshavecomoin, but arenotin fullsup-
ply Pricesare: Lemons, Now Messinas $5.00
to 85.50 per box; Califurnia navel oranges, 81
to SL.50 per box,astosize; Califurniascedliogs,
$3.25 to $3 75 as to size; Bananas$3 toSper
bunch astosize, a fow very small bunches sell
as low as$2.5); Apples. eastarn Cauada choice
red varioties, $5 pur barrel; Greenings and
rassets, SLH0 per barrel; Malaga grapes $9
per keg for large sizes ; Cranberries $9.50 per
for frozen stock ; piuespples, $3.50 to $1.5)
per doz:n; Apple cider, 85¢ per barrel
gallon, in 80 gallon barrels; Fresh comb
hcney, 22¢ per 1b.

Hardware, PAINTS, ETC —Advices re-
ceived the first of the weck roported an
advance in the East of 1¢ on United States
refined patroloum and 36 on Canadian. An
advance reported from the BEast o few wecks
age on Paris green i3 said nnt to havo held in
congequence of price cutting.

LusseR.—Tho mills are now selling and
shippivg quite a lot of stuff and expect a good
season from country poiats. In .the city,
however, prospects for building are not par-
ticularly botter than last year. There is no
chauge in mill price lists, though on some low
grade stufl of which there is an over supply,
samo shading has been done. Prices of Brit-
ish Columbia stuff have rot changed, though
& sharp advance is expected any day, in con-
sequence of tho formation of the cotabing at
toe coast. The combine regulates prices and
outputon coast business, butit is not suppas-
ol to affect tho eastern business of the coast
mills, so that it is uncertain what effect it
will havo on pricos in this direction. How-
over, if prices of British Celumbia lambor
ero advavced materially for shipmént to
Manitobs, it will simply- have the eoffect of
cutting tho lumber out of this market entire-
1y, as tho position of the trade here will not
stand very much advanco on British Colam-
bia stuff and leave it able to compete with the
pino wills, Tho position of Winnipog prices
is ancertain at tho monet, as & movemont is
now on band to prepare now liste, particulazly
affecting British Colnmbia stuif.

RaAw Funs.—There has beon considerable
busiuess doivg, and there is keon competition
for all fors o uring, bids_showing thatvery
full values are boiog paid in this market.
Thero aro five largo buyers in this market,



