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OROP PROSPXOTS.
In viow af tho fact tîtat thesaspring soason lu

tbis part of Canada bas beaou unusually back-
ward titis year, sonae anxioty ln experienced lu
sarne quartera regarding lte crop outlook
Tho soed bas beau, sowu latter titan instal, and
tbls feads ta an occauionsti expression of the fear
tbat te wheat crop may not ipou beforo frost
cornes in thse faI]. It will, therebore, ho inter.
estiag ta look up pabt oxporiences regarding
tbe lime af sowing grain emops. At tha Mfan-
itobs oxperimental, fan fast year tests were
ttade ivitl theoabject of showittg the bost time
teasow whieat. Tbe final p'ots in the test woe
sown on April 23, one wvcek biter other plots af
grain woe secded attd sa on once a week plots of
grain woro saw u cc week up ta July 4.
The wbeat sawn on April 23, ripened on Auguit
26, that aawn an May 7 ripaued on Augual 2S,
and the sowiag on May 14 ripenod an August
09. Tîtus whoat sown tr'ura weoks later tibm
the fir6t sawing, ripened onby threo days iater,
haviog gaincd eighteen days in maturing, a%
compared with tho first sawiug. The firat 50w-
ang ripencd lu 125 days, while that sawnu on
May 14 ripE ned in 107 days. The wlteat sown
ou May 21, howevor, ivas 110 days in ripsuing,
thus showing a boss of thnee dayB. Sowings
were aiso mada ou May 21 aud June 4, the
former ripening lu 108 days and te latter in
103 daya. Tbeso experiments would appear ta
indicato tisat very eariy sawing dors uat mana
au carly harveat, and that wheat sown lte firat
hal! ai May ivill ripen almost ns eaily as that
sown lu April. It may ho natcd ltaI the plots
sown oit 1%ay 7 and May 14 give c,)nsiderab!y
forger yields tItan cititer te April or bate Mlay
and Juae sowinge,. Red fila wlteat iras used.

With similar tests of l3uner omiL, lte first
sowirig ripened lu 121 dayp, the second (tevo
wceks later) ia 111 daye, the third in 105 days,
the fonrth in 100 days, the 611th lu 96 days and
the sixth in 95 dayo. These sowings wore one
%veek apaÎt, except as noted.

Similar aurperiments woe made at te expe.
r.mental farn at Indien Hcad, with more
nanked nesulis. Ttio sowings begau carlier iu
this caie, tho final plats of wheat haviutg been
sowvu an April 15, and Iboncafter oach waek ult
ta blay 20, excepting tIse lust weeîc iu April,
wbich baed ta be missed att accounit a! unfavor-
ala weather. Two varieties of wlieat wera
aown on eacls date, fivo eawings ai ecdi kiud lu
aIl, one îveck having been missed. What la
reusarkabla about the experiment la, tîtat the
firat thrce plats ond tbe lat filot sown, witb
red flio wheat, ail ripeued on thse saune date.
Thus the wheat eau!n on àlay 20 ripened as acon
as that sawn on April 15, Apnil 22 and May 0.
That Eown on May 13 v.as two daya; ahsd of
the other plots. Tho fawings of May 6 and 13
gave decidedly tIse bat yields. The other
vaniety af îvboat, uscd 'in tbls experiment iraq
Campbell'a white obaff, and il was sown on the
sanie daya as; thse red fyfe. Tho rr.iulc wiîh
thus wjleat wss 01'1 mare raniarkablt, the arias

lu îvbich tîte different lbots ripencd hoittg the
rovorai of tîte order of sawlng. Tîtus tita last
sowicg, ou May 20. ripanced four days aiead of
tîta trat tira sowings; tIsa second bast sowiitg,
ou May 13. riponed three days soaeur than
the firat twp soiringe, and tbat sown on May
6 ivas ripa ana day soonor tItan tae firet tira
P.owinges, tîta latter boing zowu on April 15
and April 22 respactivoby. Tho firal sowîog af
i ad lfil ivas 145 days luin atnriug, ani tho e st
sowing wua onby 110 laye lu ma.uring, thse
latter gainiug 35 dayS and makiag up for thse
fulIlim dîne twaen tho date of sowiug tbe firat
plot. Expeniments witIs harbey and oats at the
Indien Head farc aiea iudlcatod, that so bar as
lusti!year iras conce.ned, thera le natltlDg to
ho gained hy earîy sowing lu tho date ai matur.
ing, îvhiio tae carlii s ovinge gava poor yields.
It may bc nated that experimeuts carriod on
the proviaus year at tbis banri gave simibar

nesulte.
These expeniments and their reculi ahoubd

n.diovo the anxiety beit as ta the bato date ai
soiving lte goueral cnop this year. The grcat
bulk of tIs. îvhea, crop Ibis year bis beau sevre
îvith'n tIse dates irbicli gave the boat result§. in
tua expenimiental feaim tests, thesoeoxperimett
iudicatin3 that the best yield le obtained froni
ivheat sown during thse final tra iveeke of May,
wimbie the date a! ripening la nlot likoby ta ho
matonially Inter than if tIse grain lied beeu
sain eanby in April. The theory is that earby
soin grain le hiabla ta ha thiuned hy bato frosta,
vh icI reduce the yiold and Bo ireaken thse plant
that il is langer in maturing.

BUTTER.
The butter cauo le noir apening again,

and a word ta the trade open tîtis matter
utay net ho ont o! place. Country marchants
lu Manitoba htavo nat made much maoy out
of their butter trade as a gencral raie,
thotugh titere ana porhapi a few exceptional
instances whera inerchants have made it pay
thcm fairly wcib. Oaa resa for the un.
prafitablones ai thse butter crado in tbat tIse
price paid la toa high. Sanie dealers makie
tho price o! butter a leader, lu arder la drair
trade. Tîuey pay a higlier pnico titan thse
tmarket ivili legtimately warrant, lu order ta
draw tIse barmnies' %vives and dlaughters ta
thoir stores. Butter is often talitn lu trade
for ttore goals, and sanie merchants tîuiuk
Ihat tluey can affard te pxy luigber lu gooda
than ti.ey could if bnying for cash. It !a ual
wise la tbroir away the profit on gioda hy tak.
iuug butter for more tban il le wrt. Another
troubla about ltandling bntter le the lack o!
facilities for stering il. Feîv cauutry merchauts
have propar accommodation for handling butter
It le a di licata comnsodity, iluicIs rcaiily loses
ils fliyon or becomes tainted by starng under
unfavorable conditions. The hat plan, ira ho-
liove, in for conntry ielra teahip frequently,
and nlot store or bold large quantilies. Even
thoso who have good facilities for aloring will
juerîtaps coma out botter lu tho end by fol-
lowing tIse plan o! ahippiag their butter
frequuently.

Another grec I drawvback ta the butter trade
ie the f act thatl ittie or no discrimination is
made lu takiog butter. Butter is butter, and

everything g ies. This la the rai iu most coun-
try towns. 0f course, wvhon tho morchant
cornes ta soit, it is a difoercnt efary, as ho cati
ouly sell according ta quaiity, and muet losa on
[ifs iow gr'ade atuf'. This là perhaps the moet
uneatisfactory foature of the butter trado. In
grain and othor producta, the bayers dis.
crimninate ne ta quality, and ppy tho farnmor
what the grain la wortlt according ta grade.
But in butter thore ie no grade to the country
morchaut. Ife mutt tako evorytbing that cone.
T'he ruis bas% boon established, and if an indi.
vidual etar..koeper weie ta. break away froin it
and discriminate as ta qluallty, hoe wauld loso a
great inany of hie oubtomers. Under this sys-
tom the prico of butter muet ho ftxed iiigh. or
those who make gond butter do net gel a fair
prico. As a rile the prico piid is too high for
the average quality, and the momahant laces
accor.bingly.

An attemnpt bas boon mado at a fow pointe
lu Manitoha ta grade butter, and it bas worked
well. An inspecter la appointod, îvho grades
tho butter, the local dealers having firet agrocd
among tliemsolvea te tako butter only upon in-
spectian. Tihis is of course a purely local ar.
rangement, and thora is nothing official at ail
about the syatem. The dilliculîy ta bo oncouu*
tcred undor this plin wouid no doubt ho te se.
cura a competent local mant ta aot as inspecter.
It would nat do ta hava an inspecter îvho was
himiebi a bnyor of butter. At tho town af
Ilirtle, îvhoro this plan hans been trîed, throo
grades of butter ara made. The price for No.
1 grade haviDg beau arrivod at by .agreement
among tho marchante, the price of No. 2 à
made 2 cents lower than No. 1, and No. 3
quality 1s 5 cents lowE rthan No. i.

It is said tîtat whcre this local plan of in.
spectioa bas licou in operation, tito average
quality o! the butter marketed fitas greatly in-
creascd. The tnakers exorcite care sa as ta se.
cure the ltfghest grade, and conscquantly the
highest price. Thoso who are toa 81oveniy te
mako good butter, give up making it at ail].
Tho grading systein is therefore a great boue.
fit, and it woubd bo a docided advantage ta tho
cou ntry if il coubd ho generaily adopted. So
long as one price le paid for ail quilitios, many
makiers ili be carabces as ta the cbass of butter
tbtey turn out, while thoso ivha Btrive ta make
a choice article, do nlot get justice. Under the
grading sydten the average quality fis vastly
inuproved, aud the quanti' y of inforior stuif ke
decidedly diminished. Thuis in exactly what la~
ivanted ki the butter trade. Poor butter ia
poor property, white the choice article nover
bas- ta go bogging for a mar ket.

fLRAINAGE NEEflED.
Il in undcr8tood the provincial govomument of

Mianitoba intends entering upon a comprehien.
aiva systein o! drainage, and tho proscrit season
will bo a favorable ane ta do preliuxinary work.
The very heavy snowfnll fait wiuter lef t on un-
usant amounit of water an the prairies this
spriug. Thiis bas not only indicated the need
of drainage, but il lias showo where drainage àa
mait needed. la sanie bections tae country
wae aimost like a lako af ter the moiting of the
snow, with watar standing evorywherc. Farm
work wua delayed for many days in sane aeo-


