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THE CANAL TOLLS' DIFFIUJTY.
T1ho dispute batvci titis country andi the

Ulnited state regarding tho Welland canal
toule# ina neo intense interoat tu WVestern Cati.
ade. Shoald the tiîrcat of retaliation troin
WVashington bc put !il force, thc btow %would
fait upon tho WVest. At tha titua of Nvriting ne
furthor development lias occurred lu t mat-
ter, and it in to bo hopod thnt saine ainicable
terînination of the dllliculty îuay hc arrived nt.
Otir governinent slîould, wo think, tako a liba-
rat view of thc question. Thotigh Canada has
kept tho latter of the trcaty, thcro rcally (lacs
alîlar to bo saine violationî of tho spirit of tic
obligation, ini our prcsont regulations. A re-
baie in tha canal charges et 18 cents par ton, is
givon on -raits carried throughi te Montreal,
whlilo titis ia not grantedl in the case of cargoes
trauishippea at United States ports. Truc,
United States vesseas arc given the rehate on
going through te Montreal, the saine as Can-
diais veaisl, but there remains the discrimina-
tion againuat United States ports in favor of the
Uanadian port The treaty cala for tho sante
treatmnaut te tha vessa of cither country ln
the use of tho canais, and tlîic la cortainly ac-
corded hy Canada; but the discrimination is
againat the United States' porta, and net
agaisiat tho ahipping. Looking at it frein the
ataudpoiiit of Unitcd States' intacats, it ia net
dililcuit, te magnity the matter into an injustice
un oir part.

It ls truc that outr canais arc of inuicli moro
value te the United States tian their canais
are to us. It la aise truc that Canada bas beau
ilcprived of any practical value fron the righit
te uze the Enri canal, as we have beau refusad
the priviiege et navigating tho Hludson river.
lTeo Ue canal la ef ne use te us without the
iludsen river, and itsaemnsa violation of the spir.
itot tho treaty, on thepart of thc Ulnited States, te
prevant ourzhipping front navigatiug the Jludson.
IL ln a Liii ferthor true that the clauses cf the
W'ashîington treaty most favorable te Canada
hiavu bean abrogatcd at the instance et the
United States. But notwithstandirg that this
country la giviog a great dent suore than site
receives, we stili think that our goearninAnt
sîtouldtiaite a libarai view of the canal ques.
tien. IProbabiy the hast plan wauld. bc te
imtake the canis ahsoiutcly frce te ail.

'flie talk et reprisais sud ceenter reprisais
dees itot show wisdom. IL in truc that the
Uniited States lias net acted ueighborly with
titis ceuntry. The big republic could weli af.
ford to bo generous with its youing northeru
uiciglihor, but instcad of that it lias bcc sin ili
and iiican luin mat international iriatterc and
upcnly hostile and aggres-sivo lu oilier ways, as
fer instance tae Atlantic lilieria diputa, aiid
tue l3ohring ses trouble. In its taniff legisia.
tien, c., tic repuhie lias 3tadlly pursucd a
îîolicy et zujueer.iog this country, nutIvithstand1.
ing that Canada is a large imiporter et Unitat
States' producta. Uut witlî ail these irritating
nii &tters in vicw, the pelicy et our people sheelti
bc e uci az te give ic reazenablu grounti for

complaint. Uet Canada carry eut ail lier obli-
gatiena, net uinly to the latter, but alise te the
tullast extent in the spirit of tie tlîing, ivith
thc hope that l in tcoaur southen neigisiirs
will sdopt tic saine friendly poiay.

INSPECTION OF WHEATS
'l'lie farineas et 'Manitoba have Dow talian up

the questiont ef tho inspection ot wlîaat. %Vliat
ivitli the discussion of titis maLter througli
boards ef trado, grain excliangea, iiilîlars'ua-
sociations sud the farmns, etc., tho question is
likoly te ho thoreugiîly tlireshed ont. Natural-
!y tire is a great divers!ity nf opiinion upon tho
question, which la vicwad accorditig te the
particular intereats of the différent bodiasj dia-
cussing it. Wifiio the Ontarie Miliers' Asseela-
tioen lia raisad a great hue sud cry about the
inspection bcing too Itigli aud tic standards
too iow, tlie fairmars iliakec exactly the opposite
comîplainte, te the afibot tîtat tlîo standards arc
tee high and the inspection Lee low. Uetweeu
thae oppesing juta res, the inspectens stand
as the buLL et cadi, and ne matter hoiw skilied
their decisions nxay bo. they will have to put
np with considarahle lbard tslk front aIl aides

At a racetnt meaating et thc Central Farinera'
lostitutu of Manitoha, hield at Brandon, a mo-
tion condensning the grading systeni, was lu.
trodnced. No actior s'as taken upen tlîe ni-o
tien, however, and i t wae held ever for turther
information upen tue question at issue. WVo
du net sec why tie farirers slionid coudenin tlîo
inspection et wheat, sa i ia certainly lu their
luterest te hava wheat eliicially inspectaid. The
inspector la a governitiant otlijisi, ivie stands
hetwceu the huycr and zeller, te do juatice te
aIl. Quite a nuîner et farinera lu Manitoba
soit tliair wlîcat lu car lots, sud tie priviiege
et liaving iL inspected slild ho a great advant.
aga te thoin, as othcrwise they would ha forced
te sall i pon sample. The sale and sipmnt
et wviieat upon sample, it la well knewn,
is subject to many iucenveniences and anney-
ancas, wliici are avoided inseiling ou inspection.
Siample salas leave the shippen at the mency et
the recaiver. Tho latter eau dlaimt that the
whcat la net up te samuple aud demnand a rebate,
which tic shipper is ctit obliged ta grant, an
su inîvestigation ofthLe case would sînount ta
a serions ceat. A di8houcat bnycr eau make
good use et tue samplo tradte te gèuge Ltme ship-
per. Wheu tIse wheat ia saldt on cartificate et
inspection, thore in no ceining haek on the ship-
pur for rehates on tiec daimi that tic ivisat la
net up te sample. In tlîe latter casa tha lu.
spector oniy la responsible, wyhito the shipper
la relie ved et the prohahility et a claim for
rabatc. Farninera wlie al tlîcir wheat lu car
lots, eail 5tll ali on saniple, if tliay tiîink tha
inspection la too low. There la notlîing cein-
îînlsory about uaing the iuspcctor's centificate,
if a better simuple Sale eau bo muade.

Whice writing on this snhjcct, it rnay lie re-
i:rkeul that tleî Manitoba farinera' ijîstîtuto

lias askcd fur napre3antatieni on the grain
standards board. This la a vcry reax:on.alç re-
qîtet, aud eite wliich ive tudcrstaud viit bc
granted by the govarnimit. Thoafarinera, who
ar-etie producors or the grain, and thoretere
very largely intorcstcd lu tii3 îîîattcr cf inspec-
tien, secin te ho tairly entitiati te u~ hand la tic
fixiii et the grain standards.

.AGRICULTURAL fEPRESSION IN THE
UNWITED STATES,

A aeimittecof et habute cf neproentativas
lias licou invatigatisig tic cifeet et tarihlegisia-
tien upomi agriculture. At tha outuct %vc inay
8ay tîtat the Denocrat.s have a iijerity le the
lieuse, auj a iotitewliit adverse report inay
thorefore hc lookotl fer ; but aliowiuîg for tlii,
tlîc ceinuittao suhbnîit evidenca te prove thit
thc farinrofe the republie haeve beau losing
grouund ateadiiy. Thli figures prescntcd, indced,
show a serionîs statu cf depression aîmong tlîc
farinera efthLe UJnited Sitates.

Tic report says that "tacts and statisties
collected show a steady deulino ini the pnîce8
et tain proporty andi farmn producta umîder the
8avaral tarifls in force sitîce the war. Ihougli
other initeresta ivene p.rospening nuder tic low
taifr laiw et 1840, the report says that agricul.
ture thon enjoya'1 its greatest prosper-ity. The
report givea a table showing a dacrease et
,,355,586,795 lu valuaet tfaim lands train ISutj
te 1880, anti a tlacreaso of$175,876,104 lu the
value et faim productas for a. period af eiliteen
years front 1870 te 1888, A comuparative table
is given ahoiving et large increa.se le volume
andi profit ot tha banking sud railroad busi-
nae. Other etatlstica arc given te show titat
white the creps have increased inl volumnc the
deprassien lu pricas lias stnippati tha businass
et ail profit. Teuching upon tho price of
wool, the report contenda that the Laniff isik-
posedti tpon importa lias bean of ne practicai
hoîtafit te tha consumer, and tlii in aise truc,
thc report says, lu ail other producta uipon
whiclî an import duty lias beau impoacd."

Thbe Republicau recipracity programme in
vigerously attacked by Lte report, whîich
characterixes iL as being tie flimnalest anti boli-.
est attempt to decaive Lie farinera. Nearly ait
the South American countries haing 0agriculturat
lu their nature, te local supply, te report
asys, ln fuliy equal to the demand, sud any ne-
ciprocal luterciange with thein coti :àot
prove et ativautage to Anicrican fariners. Tic
tarmer, therefore, la hligeti te practica mîont
rigid economy te clatie is famiiy aîîd pmay
Lhe lutereht ou lus mortgagad haite, lu
couclusion tue committec say that thse presant
tarlilaîv la meast enjuet andi if parsistei it
ivili prove ruinons te the greatest of ail inter.
est-agriculture. Itaprosentativu Whîite, of
lewa, adds a suipplensent Le te report, show-
ing that live teck iutereat3 have dtiilt out
accounit of tie tariff."

LUSS FR0! HOLDlING WIIIÂTI.
Tho'i loua wiiî tic farniers «fManitoba have

susataincti an lut year's wheat erop, through,
holding for hîlgier prices, wvill nover hc kuewas.
rhat the loas has beau. enarn.ou, la cci tain,
but Laeaveu approximatcly estimate IL la im-
possi'lac. L.sL fait Le country ivas fnl ot
huilae, anti overybody predicteti high pnices for
wliaat. Tho farinera were înielad sud nîany
et theui field for tho high îshi-ci, wlîiciî nover
c7ime. During a coniaerahie portion et tho
fait aud winter, very tair prices werc pait in
Mîanitoba country msarkets ton wlicat. At
imes tIse pnices paiti tu farniers haro wert in
:~xceus et expert values, but this did ti t pre-


