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tlonary pastor, and
both Ilog and 3Me-
donte were dense for-
eats 1 which the wild
deer and bear ronmed
at large, aud whero
the early poneers
were making clearan-
ces, and erecting log
cabins and saymny the
Rosury 1n common m
heu of putlic worsing
on Bundays. The
year previous w ka
ther Jamot's arrival,
cholera was decimat-
g the towns and
cities.  Lest the Cath-
olics north of Turonto
should beanlicted with
the plague, and incur
risk of dymg without
thesacraments, bishop
de Charbonnel sent
two youbyg priests from
St. Michael s Uollege
to provide the needed
spintual  assistance.
They were Iuhers

BISHOP JAMOT.

Reminiscences of the First Bishop
of Peterborough.

A GREAT MISSIONARY BISHOP,

Near Rhodez amid the wild scenery
and rugged mountaing of Auvergne in
Southern Irance, Bishop Jamot was
born m May of 1825. His parents
were of that sturdy, horest farming
class of robust Catholicity that distin-
gushes the populations of Auvergne
and Britanny from the inhabitants of
almost eovery other provinoe in the
French Republic.

It was at the Grand Seminary of
Peorpignan Bishop de Charbonnel first
made his acquaintance. The Iately
consocrated Bishop of Toronto visited
several ecclesiastical colleges on his
way from Romo to take possession of
his See in Canads, He generally
sked for volunteers among the stud-
ents. Young Mr. Jamot was one of
the first who offered his serviecs for
the Canadian missions. He was then
fimshung his course in theology. Dy
directions of the Bishop he remained
at Perpignan until the completion of
Ins studies and his clovation to the
pricsthood. 1la was then advised to
proceed to Ireland and spend one year
at All Hallows, Drumoondra, in order
10 study canon law and acquire thor-
ough knowledge of the English lan-
guage. His success in masatering both
was very marked, but although he
spoke and wrote fluently in English,
he could never get rid of his French
method of accentuation. He resched
Toronto ity in June, 1855, and was
not long a guest at St. Michzel's Pal-
3 in Church atreet, when be receiv-
od his appointment to the vacant par-
ish of Barrie in North Simcoe, at that
ume & mere village. No priest Liad
50 far resided in thatlocality. It was
visited sometimes from Penetangui-
shenc and agawn from Newmarket or
Adjala. Stayner was not in existence,

nor Collingwood. Orilhia had no sta- |

Vincent and Flanners,
of whom the former is now reaping
bis rich reward 1n a better world and
the latter still holds out ** posseasing
his soul in patience ” in the pansh of
St. Thomas, Diocese of L.ondon. They
spent July and August preaching mis-
sionsand administering the sacraments
in Barrie, Medonte, Orillia, Penetan-
guishens, Nottawasaga and other
places, where th. Catholic settlers had
not seen a priest for some years. The
Northern Railway was then in course
of construction, and Nottawasaga was
reached by a gravel train as far as the
clearing, where Stayner now stands,
and then on horseback twelve or fifteen
miles through the woods by a bridle
path.

Father Jamot soon cstablished sta-
tions and regularly attended inissions
among the bardy pioneers who were
then securing homes along the new
route by rail lo (ollingwood and by
the distant shores of Georgian Bay on
Iake Huron. Towns and villages
spraug up m a few years; but his
priestly zeal end tireless energy kept
pwoe with the rapidly advancing gcowth
of the country and the requirements
of the daily increasing contres of Cath-
olio populations. Besides erecting
temporary frame chiurchesin the sev-
eral townships where required, le
built in Barrio a very fine presbytery
capeble of accomodating several
priests, who, from this town, as head-
quarters, would be able to attend to
missionary work in all the outlying
distriots.

Father Jamot was tall, muscular
and athletic, with dark complexion,
straight black hair and piercing eyes
that recalled C:sar's description of
the typical Ganl. He was hardy and
capable of enduring extreme hcat or
oold, fatiguing journeys or sleepless
nights witiout complaint or ill conse-
quence. In collecting the necessary
funds to accomplish the difflcalt task
assigned him of laying the foundations
of several parishes, ho spared neither
his own time or health nor the pockets
of his people. Regardless of self and
a stranger to private indulgence of any
kind, he inculcated, more by example
than precept, tho neceasity of self sac-
rifice a8 a factor in the erection and
maintenance of schools and churches.

Bishop Lynch rocognized all these

commondable tratts 1 the character
of the sealous and mdefatigable pastor
of Barrie. It was caactly o man of
thus aggressive feariess aud unselfish
nature tus Lourdship wa- lushig round
for, at & Lumo wheu ot tary ditficul
ties stared hiw in the fue, and a clear
way to wevt themn dild wot appear in
siew,  Bishiop Lyneh was pussessed
of & poetic imaginatin. . Niagara River

j and the mughoy catarac: bad always

charms to fascnain that he did not
even ke an effort to wast. When
4 ungsouary prst be coneuved,
Ius far seing and pontic fancivs, the
Lazunist Oullege ot wne Holy Augels,
as 1t now towvers vt the rgnine tor-
rent.  He was drawn wwards the
steep and friwtunyg precipnces  that
enchain 1ts vthies aud  whirlpools.
Wuth the ard of & ivw boys whomn he
gathered roond han, aud whe amce
have tecome Priusts aad l,islmps. aud
with & few dollars Le collected in
Butfalo, he lad the funndation and
gave & nawe to the famed seat of
learming and prety that Loks duwn
upon Mggara Rver, and that like
Clonwacnoise and Laudisfurne of old,
15 now ecquipping found priests and
doctors wlio graduate in her halls, for
every bunor the Chuarch may confer,
while sending out Lasarist vndsionar-
1es to overy distant field of apostolic
work and enterprise.

Wheu taken from the college halls
and consecrated DBishop of Toronto,
the attractions Niagara Lad for lmm,
in no wise dimmished. He had suc-
ceceded in gaining for tind a portion
of the fascinating river on the Ameri-
can side. 1o was determined to se
cure for the Ohurch, now tha. he
resided in Toronto, s larger pur.un
stll on the side of Canada. Nu sounr
conceived than ciecuted. Land was
immediately purchased, regardless of
cost or the means to meet expenses.
Twenty thousand dollars Lad to be
found or a heavy and burtheusome in-
terest shouldbo met ¢very year. Rev.
Father Jamot who had wrought mira-
cles of finance in North Simcoe was
called from Barrie and puat in charge
of the difficulty. Aunocther task awaited
Int: on his arrival in Toronto. The
Bishop had signed a contract for the
erection of a tower anl steeple, of
which St. Michacl's cathedral had
been lacking since its ercction, be-
tween vighteen and twenty years.
Father Jamot threw himself into the
work ; ho visited the house and busi-
ness place of every family in Toronto,
soliciting, urging, entreating and final-
ly commanding. He let no house
without a good round sum. lle visit-
ed every parish in the diocese, and
every houseinevery parish; he preached
in every church and took up the ~al-
lection personally.

Tempestuousweather, horribleroads,
IAin or snow were nover considered,
he went on und forward and left no
stone unturned, no family in the dio-
cese unvisited. God always blesses
such work . fatiguo trial and, disap-
pointment endured willingly for Him
wust have its reward. The real. sub
stantial monuments of I'ather Jamot’s
giant work are to.day seen in St.
Michinel s cathedral tower and spire,
in Loretto Convent at Iall's view,
Niagars, and in the Carmelite Monas-
tery, with its rising hospice beside
the rushing rapids that are now and
shall be for gencrations objects of
wonder and admiration to sight scers
and tourists from overy distant land.

So many leborious tashs Mithfully
done , guch formidablo work chieerfully
undertaken and carried to a successful
and triumphant issue, could unt long
remain unregaited even in this un
fa'thful world. [Rishop Lyneh had
been croated Archbishop in March,
1870,and had lunyg since named Father
Jamot Viear Gencral of the diocese.
It was four yours later when Ins Grace
succeeded 1 ottaining for his fuithful
vicar general the title anl exalted dig
nity of Bishop. The district of Al
goma, in Nortl, Ontario was separated
ccelesingtically from ' e dioccres of
Kingston aul Turonio and a vicariate
apostolic established in 1874, when
Fathier Jawo: was consecrated Bishop
of Sarcpto and Viear Apostolic of
Northern Canada on the 24th Feb-
ruary of that yar. The title of Bishop
although pluasing to many, and con
gi-lered a recompense for past labors,
brought to the new bishop neither
cessation fro-u bard work nor a term
to mental auxieties.  The region over
which his jurisdiction extended was in
a primitive state of settlement and
colonization.  Bracebridge, Parry
Sound and Sault St Mary's, were but
village-, while the districts of Mluskoka,
Algoma anl Nipissing were in an 1n
cipient state of civilization. Iishop
Juwmot was by no weans disheartened.
e visited the hardy pioneers of every
new township and broke the bread of
Lfe to the nomadic Indians in their
encampment and  wigwams. e
brought cheer to the shanties of the
suffering colonists, and gave hope and
encouragement to all.

In July, 1882, the counties of Peter-
borough, Durham, Northumberland
and Victoria were taken from the
Dioecse of Rigston, and placed under
the care and ;arisdiction of Bishop
Jumot. Iis diocese wus no longer a
Vicariate Apostolic, but a canonically
establisbed see under the title of ¢ The
Inocese of Peterborough.” Fonr years
of toil and hardshipe by journey over
almost impassible roads, four years nf
dreariness and solitude coupled with
pinching poverty, did Bishop Jamot
spend amid the Indians and colonists
of his vicariate. He waspermitted by
God to enjoy four years of comparative
ease and worldly comfart, no doubt as
compensation for the past, in the
beautiful city of Feterborough. with a
fine cathedral and palace, and a
numerous and devoted clergy to cheer
and sustain in every effort to advance
the causes so dear to his heart—of
religion and Catholic education.

In the summer of 1885 he went to
Rome on his visit ad limina and
obtained many favors from the Pro-
paganda and our present glorious
High Pontilf with whom he had tae
privilege of several interviews. He
took advantage of the oceasion to stop
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