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Blackstone or iKent, can there be a rea-
sonable doubt thiat bis knowledge on
ail or nearly ail the subjects would have
been teni or twenty fold I Mr. Warren
tells, in his admirable work on "Law
Studies, that lie once asked one of the
most eminent political. writers of the day,
one who had been, on severai occasions,
signally successfï.i in attacking the opin-
ions of lawyers in parliament, how it xvas
that, flot being a lawyer, lie was comn-
pletcly et home on legai subjects. 'Ih,
was the reply, IlI stuc/y a book xvhich
you lawyers only talli about or look down
upon, iBlaclcston e's Comm entaries."

It is a conceded fact in military science,
that a few discipiined forces are far more
efficient than a miucli larger number of
undisciplined men, and the sanie is true
in the law. A few books, thoroughly
inastered, will furnish a knowledge that
xviii make one stroniger and better able to
cope with difficulties, than any nom oer
of books but haif understood or remem-
bered ; or, as the Gernians put it-and
none better understand practical. educa-
tion-" nothiing is s0 prolific as a littie
linown veli." The oid Latin proverb re-
xninds us of this fact-Geve ab hotiïie
unies lýilri-beware of the man of one
book. Hie -viii always bie found to lie a
formidable antagonist. Ris intimiate
knowledge of one great author will sat-
urate bis mind with the excellencies of
that autbor's genius, xviii shape and sharp-
en his faculties, and lie xviii be like a mian
xvho sleeps xith armor on, ready at the
mioment. Whule, of course, in the law it
is impossible to bie a Ilman of one book "
literally, yet, in its spirit and true mean-
îng, it is not oniy possible, but desirable;
that is. to pursue one system, to choose a
few authors and to bie thoroogli in a iim-
ited sphere, rather than superficial in one
more extended. Sir William Jones, it is
said, inveria b/y read through every year
the works of Cicero; Demostbenes copied
and re-copied the history of Thucydides
eiglit times :Montesquieu was a constant
student of Tacitus ; Chatham readl Bar-
row's sermons until lie could repeat most
of theni from inemory; Webster read
Plutarch's lives every year. These are
but few of the liundreds of wortby xvit-
nesses wlîo bave, by exaniple, testiiied to
the value of iteration and reiteration.
lEacli had bis particisiar object, and how
well lie accomplished it we know. If
logic or style or diction eau be thus best

acquired, so cau. the law. The student
who shall take IBIackstone or Kent and
make that h/s book, who shall have
it ever at liand. read, re-read, Ilmarked
and quoted ;" who shall make incursions
into other treatises and the reports, only
to illustrate it and trace its doctrines,
xviii have a more thorougli, practical and
comprehensive knowledge of the law than
thougli lie had gone tlirough the entire,
curriculum of the law schools. In re-
readingý a book a man does flot get pro-
cisely tlie sanie information tbat lie did
on the first reading, for the interval be-
tween the readinigs will eall attention to
a new order of fàcts, and, like the bits of
glass in tlie kaleidoscope, tliey xviii assume
new combinations and make new impres-
sions.

There are very few legal text-books
that sliould bie read tbrough, Il from
cover to cover." The others ouglit to lie
studied on particular topies in connection
witli the few aforesaid. It is a well-
known fact that Dr. Johinson said lie neyer
read any book tlirough but the Bible,
yet Adanm Smith said, IlJohinson knew
more books than any man alive." The
secret of this is easily found in IBoswell's
remark :" le had a peculiar facility in
s.eizing at once what was valoable in any
book without submitting to thie labor of
perusing it from begiuning to end."

This faculty of getting directly at wbat
0one desires in a book is of supreme value
to the law student, and one which lie eau
cultivate and greatly improve by confin-
ing bis chief attention to a few books and
using the others only as adjunets. We
are not speaking of the reports, for to
them the student should constantly turu,
but, as a mile, only in connection with
the particular topic that lie is pursuing
in bis text-book. Hie should carefully
examine the authorities cited by bis author
and what later leading cases lie eau fiad
on the subjeet, sbould master the facts
and the reasons on which the decisions
are based, sud should. tbeu xvrite ont bis
results as a kiid of annotation to his
treatise. This process xii make IIevery
muan bis oxvn author," xviii train bais in-
tellect, develop bis reasoning powers, flx
legal princîples in bis memory and make
biru a more thorougli lawyer thau any
number of years' careless, half-interested,,
reading IIby course," could do. lHe will
bave the substance instead of the shadow
of real knowledge.-Albany Law Journal.
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