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any body fay, that trial by jury was
one of their ancient customs, or affert
that it was neceflary ; that, as for the
petitioning Canadians, they enly de-
fired to have their ancient laws and
cuftoms reftored to them; .and that
“he by no means Lhought an optional
. jury any thing like an 1‘.nghﬂ1 jury;
1hnt, by the former, any pariy that
thought he could gain a preference in
Lis trial over the other, would adopt
it; and thai it muit be allowed, that
where the option was liked by one, it
would difpleafe the other;. befides,
the evidences at the Bar had declared,
thar the Canadians were o averfe to the
form of an Englifh jury, efpecially
in'that part which ol)ltqes them to be
nnanimous in their verdift; and that,
if .you took away that part, in his o-
. pinion, you (.cf‘“x-oved the whole ; that
he believed the dearned Gentleman
f1ad been wrong in giving praife toa
jury in the cafe of Mr. Hampden, for
-0 jury was confulted on thar cale

l.l\ll

l\Ir Dunning ﬁml, that as to .the
.Lmamcd Gentleman mentioning that
he by nomeans approved of optional
ju_ries,, bad we not, every term, in-
fiances i the Court of Chancery,
‘awhere jt was in the power of the
Lord Chancellor to. appoint a jury, if
‘he thought proper ? That, as to the
) cﬁ'zbhf’nng the French laws in Cana-
"da, who had we fit to adminifter
them ? Had not the two learned and

- refpectable gentlemen at the Bar, Mr.
Hey and-Mr. Naferes, informed the
 Houfe, that they by no means thought
themfelves capable of learning the
Trem.h Jaw fufficiently-to adminilter
3 with juftice; and if fuch learned
centlemen as them had not abilitics
fufficient to underftand "it, . fure he
avas; that no perfon the Minifter
-could producc was - capable of ‘under-
taking the tafk, {o 25 to do juftice to
the peopie md honor to himfelf; he
faid; the noble Lord had beed repeat-
“edly called upon \to declare the au-
ijor of gh,, Bnl et the auther now
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ftand forth and clear himfelf; bu:
Le would be bold to fay, no man
would dare to.own a Bill shich was
meant to  eftablith Popery.  Could
the noble Lord fay the Canadians had
not defired not to have a jurv? He
then entered very fully into thy ‘nma-
ture of juries 3 faid they were fit in all
edes; that he had known many in-
ftances where juries had found for
the Cl(‘\\‘ﬂ, and thoe he couid with
to fee juries cftablithed througheur
the world, as they were a check up-
on the evil judges, and C{,niL‘ql‘Cﬂﬂ\ :
they were not {o good Judges of law,
they were judges of faft; he {.nd,‘

to the people of Canada bt.mrr ne
gent of attending to ferve on jurics,
it was the cafc here 5 there was {carce
a term pafled but jurymen were “finad
for non-attendance.

The Seficiter Gepered Hid, he could
not agree with the Leamied . Serjeant,
that the fupporters of the Bill defer-
ved the appetlation of traitors to ther

'country; that he had no objeltion to

a jury hegreafter heing c(nbhﬂu d
there, but let it be left in the 120%

of the Cxo_wn, and if they fxw it was
necelfary, they could at any  tivie a-
dopt ity but this was nat’ the tme,
when the peaple were {0 much en-
ngcd againft the proccc\lmgs of ju-
rics 1o that country; that as the jury
which Mr. M'llcxcs had formed. for
that country, in the, pamphlet he bad
publithed, he by no means thought it
like an Lng:l\ﬂl jury, for it wasto be
formed of am odd number of people,
tlmtcen, fifteen, or feventeen, and a
majority of thofe people to be deci-
five, and the jurymen to have Ss. per
day allowed chem’ for ‘their attend-
ance. | He faid he never would allow

“that the Canadians werc fit perfons to

ferve upon @ jury, they underftood
nothing of its form, .and- rhcrefox(-
were not judges. enipugh how 10 all -
upon it ; that as to cafes of. revenue,
we had had owo - inflances of their

deciding different to an Englifh jury;




