
in going to all reasonable lengths to meet this need. The tide of immigration was just 
setting in full and strong towards Canada, particularly from the south, and he believed 
the time was near when there would be a greater immigration than ever before to Can­
ada from the motherland. This influx of settlers, he said, must bring its problems

It meant an increase of soil production, and necessarily of means of transport. We 
cannot long remain content with only one trancontinental line. I am ambitious myself 
to see another right away. It cannot come fast enough to satisfy me, and I am 
doing all I can, in my small way, without public pretense about it, to insure its con­
struction.

Mr. Blair’sjanguage was reported in the News and Advertiser of Vancouver, 
as follows:

This influx of settlers must bring its problems. It meant an increase of soil oro- 
duction and necessarily a means of transport. We cannot long remain content with only 
one transcontinental line, I am ambitious myself to sec another right away. It cannot 
come fast enough to satisfy me, and I am doing all I can in my small way, without pub­
lic pretense about it, to insure its construction.

There is, therefore, no doubt in the world that Mr. Blair's judgment in the 
Fall of 1902 was conclusively in favor of building immediately another transcon­
tinental railway. If he expressed himself otherwise in the following year, it must 
have been because of some difference of opinion between himself and some other 
person, and not on the merits of the case. As a matter of public policy, and in 
the interests of the country, Mr. Blair certainly favored the construction of a 
national transcontinental railway.
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