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shores or would leave them to rot in the lakes
or even in the ocean. Other seeds provided
with spines and hooks would cling to our cloth-
ing or to the wool of the sheep and in that way
be given a wholly irresponsible distribution.
Nothing in Nature seemed to be burdened

with responsibility or care or remorse or worry
or ambition or any of the things with which
we fret our lives. Being in a wholly irresponsi-
ble frame of mind, I could not help wondering
if man has not gone woefully astray in making
himself responsible for so much. Perhaps we
have not interpreted properly that text about
being our brother’s keeper. Certainly our
brothers seldom feel grateful to us when we
concern ourselves with their affairs and try to
make them realize that we regard ourselves as
their keepers. As a rule they resent our inter-
ference, and our efforts do little good either to
them or to us. Perhaps we should learn some-
_ thing from the irresponsibility of Nature to
guide us in our dealings with our fellow-men.
Any one who cared to write a book about it




