
APPENDIX.

(No. I.)

Pago 10.—«• With equal privileges to all other Churches; save in the\

matter of State adoption, and svpport."

That it is the duty of the state, to promote the influence of tiie Christian Re-

1

ligion, among its people, I can never disbelieve ; notwithstanding it is a sentiment I

from which some good men, of acknowledged intelligence, conscientiously dissent.!

Such dissent, however, in cases not a few ; and particularly among the Wesleyau I

Methodists ; has arisen more from the objectionable administration of the I

principle, in too many instances; than from any real ground, or even feeling,!

ofhostility, to the principle itself, ofq/^cta/ reeognttton an(2 support, on the part

of Government, of the Cause ofGod !

It has been supposed, that the very essence of an Establishment, is incompatible
|

with the existence of equal rights and privileges, to all other Christian Com-
munities. But of this, I am yet to be convinced. Though this is the chief cause I

of objection, on the part of many, to the proposal of ^n Established Church, for!

this Province. Were this the case : were it to be a struggle for ascendancy, and

not a zeal for usefulness ; it might be a presumption against our more favourable

estimate, of the facts of the case : and, there can bo no doubt, the result of such
|

an endeavour, would be the most complete reversal of the design. As an in-

dividual, I am strongly in favour jf the experiment. Nor should I be willing to I

sacrillce, on the part of the Community ut large, the considerable advantages,

arising from a well-administered Government Church, in this Province; unless

such a measure should require, tlie still greater sacrifice of equal rights, to all her

'

Sister Churches ; excepting as above-stated*.

It may, very fairly, be matter of enquiry, if some modification, of the principle

of an Establishment, would not be desirable, to meet the altered constitution ot
|

Society; and to prevent some of the evils, which have been attendant ujKJn il^

more exclusive form. An exclustve recognition, on the part of Government, ol i

some one particular body of Christians ; to the depreciation of others, no less Chris-

tian than it ; has been found, in many respects, to act very injuriously on the social

relations of tnnnkind. And, certainly, the characteristic of absolute EXCLtJsiVK-

NESS, presents unas[K3ct widely ditferont, in the present day ; and in the midst of

other large and inlluential Iwdies of Christians ; from that with which it appeared
in the eyes of our fore-lutliers, in a darker ago; and when Churches Estublished

by Law, were the only Ecclesiastical Guardians, of the Protestant Cause.
A single Regiment, may be the entire military force of a Province ; and, as such, I

may, with every degree of i)ropriety, bo ilesignated the Provincial army. But
]

shoui'l the Commander m Ciiief augment this force, by the addition of other Rcgi-

. ments ; they would all equally jjarticipate in tlie general designation. The
original Corps, indeed, would retain its own regimental appellation ; and its mem-
bers might, widiout any injustice to their brethren in arms, bo employed or sjicciul

•ervice ; and receive sjKscial distinctions, in consequence. But His Exrillericy

would never permit them to say, of themselves ;
" The army of 'he Province—

the army of the Province, are we !
"

Through the "/au// " lit our tmture ; individuals of the exclusive Jhiuch.havo
too oHen presumed to unchristianizc all but them»«?lvM, and their more innnediate
BsstK'iatcs, in ecclesiastic \1 standing. And this, from the »amc inherent evil, lias

been nttendod by aversions and hostilities, on the pait of individimU of ilic anatlio

I-


