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Roman Callkolics, and Bccuicd to them by law, tliu appoiutmculsiccuived

by iiur CUt'i'^ry do not impose an> specific obligation, nor convey any
kind of auitiuiity, with respect lu the religious instuictlon of such persons.

2. It bus been supposed that the GGth Canon which relates to Popish
llocnsants, imposes a duty of (lie same kind. But that Canon refers to

a slate ct society, and describes a class of persons, both of which have
long eeused to exist. Itrcusanls were persons who refused conformity to

the established Heligioii of Ibc country, ut a time when, the pi'incij)lcs of

toleration not being understood, the whole population were by law com-
pellal)le, under severe penalties, to conform. The Canons of 1G03 are

still binding, so far as they are now practicable and consistent with the

pubseciuent sanctions of authority ; but it must bo manifest, even upon a
slight inspection of thorn , that in other points they arc obsolete, and have
been virtually revoked.

1 shall not notice an nvsumeiit which has been drawn from the commis-
sion given by Chiist to his Cliurch at large, to preach the Gospel to every

creature, farther than to point out that this direction to propagate the

faith throughout the world, cannot be understood as if every Clergyman
were charged with the direct religious instruction of every individual with

whom he comts in contact in life. For in how many instances would
ih'is he casting pcarh to swine ! and in how many more would it be

lObstrnctirig, by ill-advised or premature interference, the cause which
it would be designed to promote !

Lot me not be here thought to repress, or to do otherwise than honor
and encourage that zeal which would be i)istant in season and out of sea-

.toa. But if we are to do any thing in this particular behalf, let the

jgrounds upon which we arc to do it, be first correcthj slated. In musing
tipon the subject, I liaye been more moved to hope for our one day creat-

ing afavorable impression upon the Romanists of this country, (if we go
wisely to worlc,) ' v iho single consideration of Deut. VII. 17, 18, than
by all the argunic als which I have overheard in recommendation of our
taking the lU'ld.

WhcneviM ;iii(l wlierrvcr we do so, I hope it will be more in the spirit

of Bishop Hn-ikiiis, of Vermont,* than of some other Protestant champions
among our i ij:hhour^ in the United States, who would do well to re-

member th( saying of a very early Christian father t;—

Sjiaac; nxi ccn^xtnoi Koc'i toKjUOC, tc7^ KXTyipx/Aivot; vtto tv 0e«

iTVitiKiix )txt TciTTtno^focvyn, KoLi TTjiuuTtii 7rxj>x Toi( iv\oyn/u.tyoii

VTTO TV 0e».

In modem times, and with reference to intercourse with Roman Catho-
lics, we have an admirable example in the interesting Memoirs of

Felix Neff.

t

* In Iiis work, 7'/ie Clinch of Rome in /ler primitive purity, compared with
the Church of Rome at thepresent day- I thiuk, however, tnnt lie bai made
tome unwarranted concessions.

f ('iemeni RomanuR, in liia Grit KpiillQ to the Corinthiani.


