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York to folicit the command of the Queen's Rangers, then vacant. The

boat he was in, being driven from the place of its deftination, he was ex-

ceedingly chagrined to find that he had arrived fomc hours too late : but he

defired that Col. Cuyler, Sir William Howe's Aid-de-Camp, would mention

his coming thither to him, as well as his dcfign. On the army's cm-

barking for the Chefapcak, he wrote to General Grant, under whom he had

fcrvcd, requeuing his good offices in procuring him a command like that

of the Queen's Rangers, if any other corps intended for fimilar employment

ihould be raifed in the country, to which the expedition was dcftined.

Thefe circumftanccs arc related, not only as introdudVory to the fubfe-

quent journal, but to ftiew how very early his thoughts were bent on at-

taining the command of a corps raifed in America, for the adive duty of

light troops.

The journal, as it is in its own nature, not generally interefting, and

guarded from any obfcr/ations foreign to the fubjeCt, he by no means wifliea

to obtrude upon the public; but hopes it will be favourably received by

thofe to whom he (hall offer it as a teftimony of refped, and with whom it

may claim fome indulgence, as the particular nature and event of the

American war gives a degree ofconfequencc to operations however minute

:

for it terminated not in the lofs of fomc petty fortrcfs, or trivial ifland, but

in the divulfion of a continent from a continent ; of a world from a world.

The officer who conduds a light corps properly, will in his fmall fphere

make ufeofthe fame principles which Generals apply to the regulation of

armies. He will naturally imitat '.ho; commanders under whom he ferves

;

while the individuals of his corps (fc in fuch a fervice only individuals be-

come of importance) will manifcft a fpirit which probably the whole army

may poflefs without having fimilar opportunities ofcalling it intoadlion.

Hiftory cannot produce examples of more ardent zeal in the fervice of their

country, than that which charaftcrized the Britifli officers and foldiers in

America. They defpifed all thofe conveniencies without which it would be

thought


