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dwellings; and the traveller, as he journeyed through the

country, was surprised by the number of stately edifices

which crowned the hill-tops or rested on their slopes,

surrounded by territories that spread out for many a

league over meadows and cultivated fields and pasture-

land.

The secular clergy, at least the higher dignitaries,

were so well endowed as sometimes to eclipse the

grandees in the pomp of their establishments. In the

time of Ferdinand and Isabella, the archbishop of To-

ledo held jurisdiction over fifteen principal towns and

a great number of villages. His income amounted to

full eighty thousand ducats a year.' In Philip's tin^.e

the income of the archbishop of Seville amounted to

the same sum, while that of the see of Toledo had

risen to two hundred thousand ducats, nearly twice as

much as that of the richest grandee in the kingdom.*

In power and opulence the primate of Spain ranked

next in Christendom to the pope.

The great source of all this wealth of the ecclesias-

tical order in Castile, as in most other countries, was

the benefactions and bequests of the pious,—of those,

more especially, whose piety had been deferred till

the close of life, when, anxious to make amends for past

delinquencies, they bestowed the more freely that it

was at the expense of their heirs. As what was thus

bequeathed was locked up by entail, the constantly

accumulating property of the Church had amounted

in Philip's time, if we may take the assertion of the^

cortes, to more than one-half of the landed property

3 L. Marineo Siculo, Cosas memorables, fol. 23.

4 Nota di tutti li Titolati di Spagna, MS.


