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Equally free to excufc as condemn, I will acknow-

ledge there is fomc foundation to^plcad the privilege of a

too favourable opinion i the want of oppofition, or ra-

ther total filcncc that hath cnfucd fince the publication

of a certain pumplct *, hath too long gi\en the advo-

cates of that fyltcm occafion for triumph, and caufc for

the moft wary of my countrymen to be, in a manner,

reconciled to their infuiuating, but delafive arguments;

not only dclufive as being erroneous or fuperficial in mat-

ter, but by mifrcprefenting circumftances, and evading

the chief points in difpute with all the arts of fophiflry

and fubtcrfuge. Thefe arts, Sir, have been carried to

fuch height, that I cannot fay, even with refpedt to the

author himfelf, " That I have lived to fee fubje<5ls of the

** grcatefl importance to this nation, publirkly difculTeJ

" without party views or party heat, with decency and

'* politcnefs, and with no other warmth than what :i

" zeal for the honour and happinefs of our King and

*' country " might" infpirc." f

If we differ thus much in matters of fentiments, no

wonder we {hould, in matters of fail ; and that we do

this, and pretty largely too, will appear in the courfe of

thefe fheets.

I do not " affect to difcover felf-interefled views at

*' the bottom of the fairefl^, and moft generous conduiSl
;"

I do not afFc6l to be fo inquifitive into " human nature,"

Reafon and Juftice are my advocates in our prefent dif-

ference.

When I favv men publifh their opinions, without prc-

vioufly confulting their judgment ; when I heard them

in a dictatorial tone exclaim, that we fhould have ** a

* The intcri'ft of Great Britain confidircd with regard to her colonies,

aiwi the acquiliuons of Canada and Guadaloupe.
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