
Let it not be forgotten that such a coalition between that

Despotism and that Republic, has once already been con-

templated :—namely, in 1812.

Need I again repeat the memorable words of His late

Majesty, William the Fourth, " Let not these Provinces be

lost or given away."

As to the military power of the United States the time is,

I consider, far distant when it can become formidable, beyond

their own frontiers^ to any country well defended. Their

people are too comfortable to go for soldiers, and to submit to

military discipline and be shot at for a soldier's pay. Hence
their chief difficulty in raising a numerous army ; and their

militia have hitherto refused to serve beyond their own
frontier. The armies of the United States must, for ages to

come, be chiefly made up of heterogenous masses of foreigners.

When in Congress, in 1812, the question of declaring war

against Great Britain was debated, Mr. Pickering of Mas-

sachusetts asked how the United States could injure England?

General Porter said he could take Upper Canada with a

corporal and six men to carry a flag ; believing that the

majority of its inhabitants were ready to join the United

States. Such was then the general belief in those States, and

such it was, also, in 1837. Yet when the days of trial came,

the majority promptly gave the lie to General Porter and his

confident and credulous countrymen. Yet now, again, is the

same belief more loudly proclaimed than ever. And now
again do I confidently declare my unwavering belief that the

majority of the people of Canada will as promptly as ever be-

lie that slander, if they be not now unjustly or unkindly

treated by the Imperial Government in the present anomalous

crisis. Other members of Congress said, let us invade the

Canadas with 50,000 men at Amherstburg, 50,000 men at

Niagara, and 60,000 at Montreal! I was then in Canada
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