
APPRNDIX. •II

lu Lvipiio, a well-known inurt tor fum, wlittre lliwy aro iUaiinaed ol during

the grtiat fkir in lh«l oily, anil dinlriliiitetl in «v»ry purl ot ihe conlinenl.

The Uniled Hlalt^f iih|inrt rruin Houlli AnH^rion, niilriu, vltninia, oliinohilla.

anil a I'tiw dt^er akiiiKi nlwi liir iwhIh from llio Lohoa iMlandM, oil' iho river

IMhU). a quanlily oi' lienver, oUnr. &-(v, are brouHlii MiiniiHlly troiii Hani*

V6. Ureaund turn lor edginga, lininga, oapa, nniflii, ^o.. aiuih na iM|iiirr«l,

genet, lUoh akliia, and lilue raltliil, are redcived Iroin the nortli of Europe

}

alao ooney and liare'a fur < luit llie largeat iuiporlaliona are from iamdon,

where ia uonetmlrHted nearly Ihe whole of the North Amerioaii fur trade.

Huvh ia the preaenl alale of the fur trade, hy whieh it will ap|>ear thai the

extended away of the lludaon'a llay Company, and ita monopoly of Ihe region

of whteh Aatoria waa the key, haa operated to turn the nitiin eurrent of ihta

opulent trade nilo the eoHera of (Ireat Uritain, an«l to reiuler London ih«

emporium tjutead of New -York, aa Mr. Aaior had intended.

W«» will iiul\ioin a few nbaervationa on the animala aought after in this

tratliu. entraeted fr<un the aaine intelligent aouree with the preoeding reinarka.

(>/* the fur-bearing uitimale, " the previoua ermine," ao called hy way of

pre-eniinenoe. ia found, of the heal «|ualily, only in the eold regiona of hlurope

and Aaia.* Ita fur ia of the moat perfect whiteneaa, exeept the tip of ila tad,

wliioh ia of a brilliant ahniing black. With theae blauk tiiia lacked on the

akiiis. they are beauliftilly apolled. producing an etiect often imitated, but never

equalled in other fura. The ermine ia of the genua muaii^la, (waaael,) and

reaemblea the common weaael in ila form : ia fnun fourteen to aixieen inchea

from the lip of the nuae to the end of the tail. The body ia from ten to iwelvo

hicltea long. It Uvea in hollow treea, river banka, and eapecially in lieech

foreaUii preya on amall hirda, ia very ahy, aleeping during the day, antt

employing the night in aearch of food. The fur of the older animala ia pre-

ferred to the younger. It ia taken by anarea and Irapa, and aom^'timea ahu|

with blunt arrowa. Atlentpta have been made to domealicate it -, but il ia

extremely wild, and haa been found unlameable.

The aable can acarcely be called aecond to the ermine. It la a native of

northern Europe and Hiberiu, and ia alao of the genua umalela. In Hamoiedat

Yakulak, Kamachatka, and Huaeian Lapland, t*. in found of the rieheat (|ualiiy,

and darkeat color. In ita habiia, it reaemblea the ermine. Il preya on amall

aquirrela and birda, aleeiia by day, and prowla for fooil during the night. It ia

ao like the marten in every particular except ita aiic, and the dark abaile of ita

color, that naluraliata have not decided whether it ia the rieheat and lineal of

ihe marten tribe, or a variety of that apeciea.t It variea in dtmenatona from

eighteen to twenty mohea.

* Aa animal tiallml Ihe itoat, a kln<i of crmiM, i» »aiil to he roantl in North Aniorioa, bat

vary ialhrioi to th« Knro|Hi«n anil AuaUo.

t TIm> DbmI f'ui autl lliti darlkml vuloi nw ummI mImhhnI ; auti wMlMir Iha dlflbfanua aiitaa

IWiu th« i»g« of Ihe animal, or I'lum luuie |NNiuli«iily of lotuiiion, u nol known. They do acA

vary mow ttom tha oommon marten than the Aiabian hone from the thaggy Oaaadiaa,


