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Motives
for break-

ing the

treaty by
the In.

dians.

A. D. ii,g in, and delivering up, anotlier of their peo-

'^ ' pie, for whom one of the hoftages was reieafea.

But the chiefs, or head men, who ventured their

credit with their own people, by cxercifing a co-

ercive power, to which they had no national right,

in the execution of this treaty, finding that they

were not able to obtain any mitigation, as expcd-

cd, in this almolt impradicable article, and that

they were not to hope for the redrefs of any

grievances they had to complain of againft the

Britifli fubjedt^, till it was fully performed ; and

difgulled at the appointment of the very perfon

thi y diQiked mod, on a belief chat he had been a

principal caufe of their troubles, to the chief com-

mand in the fort •, and vf'uh the confinement of

their chiefs, who had been promifcd liberty to

return Iiome, and fafety to their perfons, by the

governor in his firft conference with them in

Charles Town ; they joined in the determination

of their nation to begin open war in defiance of

a treaty, which, they faid, they had been obliged to

fign under rcftraint ; and what was not, in the na-

ture of the conditions, in their power to perform.

So that the governor had but jufl difmifled his

army, and returned to Charles Town, before the

Cherokees appeared in arms.

Their firft attempt was to feize upon Fort Prince

George by ftratagem. A party of Indians ad-

vanced to the fort under the pretext of delivering

up fome more murderers. But this was hot con-

duced with that cunning, as to prevent a difcovery

of ibme fulpicious circumftanccs in the behaviour

4 of

Their firft

attempt.


