
PART T 11 I R 1).

WITCHCRAFT AT SALEM VILLAGE.

WE left Mr. Parris in the early part of November,

1601, at the crisis of his controversy with the

inhabitants of Salem Village, under circumstances

which seemed to indicate that its termination was

near at hand. The apposition to him had assumed a

form which made it quite probable that it would succeed

in dislodging him from his position. But the end was

not yet. Events were ripening that were to give him a

new and fearful strength, and open a scene in which he

was to act a part destined to attract the notice of the

world, and become a permanent portion of human his-

tory. The doctrines of demonology had produced their

full effect upon the minds of men, and every thing was

read/ for a final display of their power. The story of

the Goodwin children, as told by Cotton Mather, was

known and read in all the dwellings of tlo land, and

filled the imaginations of a credulous age. Deputy-

governor Danforth had begun the work of arrests ; and
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