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/ OUR INTERPROVINCIAL TRADE.
A HISTORY OF CANADA'S PROGRESS.

The V:ist DeveloDment of Commerce Between the Provinces of Canada—A Comparison
of the Figures Prior to Confederation and at the Present Time Shows AmaiinR
Results—What Is Yet Needed is Faith In Our Country and United Worit tor Its Prosress.

[Prom The Empire, December 28th. 1889.}

pjurly in the twentifcs a trio of remarkable
men — Chief .(uHtice Sowell, Rev. John
Strachau cud Hon. J. B. Robinaon—pre-

pared and presented to the Colonial Minister

a plan for the union of tlie Tiritiah commu-
uities in North America. The Under-Sec-
retary of State for the Colonies referred tiiat

plan to James Stuart, another remarkaole
son of Canada, afterwards created the first

Canadian Imronot in recognition of his labors

in the pieparatioii of the Union Act of 1841.

Mr. Stuart reported against tiie idea of a
generfkl union, ciiiefiy on the ground that

there was scarcely any trade between tlie

Canadas and the Maritime Provinces. In
describing tiie condition of things then ex-

isting he says :
" There is absohuely .'no

intercourse whatever l)et\veen ^he Canadas
and New Brunswick. An iiniucnse wild-

erness separates the inhabite<i ^j-.rts ol both,

and they have no intercliangeable commodities
admitting of any trade between tliem by sea.

Nova Scotia is remote, is only acce.ssible from
the Canadaaby land through New Brunswick,
and keeps up a small trade with Lower Can-
ada by the Gulf of St. Lawrence, in produc-

tions of the West Indies. Between Lower
'Canada and Prince Edward Island there is

hardly any communication vhatever.

"

The First Effort at Trade.

This was in lf-V24 The very next year,

probably at the instance of Chief Justice

Sewell. the legislature of Lower Canada made
the first legislative effort to promote inter-

provincial trade. It authorized the (ioveru-

nu'ut to offer the sun) "' 'vl.oOO a year as a

subsidy for a steam sci ..:<' to develop trade

between Cjuebec and Halita.x. The Nova
iScotiau Legi.dature piomptly iosponded hv
voting £750 a year " as a ptttuium forasteamer

' ot notless than oUU toils burthen. Stiuiidatedhy

rluse olfeis, a joint st»)ck company at once

laid the keel of a steamer of 1,.'J70 tons bur-

then, wliich when completed (by the way,
hull built in Quebec ; inacliinery all made in

Montreal), cost f 1(5,000. Siie was called the

Royal William, and was placed upon the

route in 183'2, idying l.etween the ports dur-

ing that and the fcdlowine season of 18.33, but

then withdrawn "because of insulficiency of

business."

It may be of interflst to note that imme-
diately unon being withdrawn she coaled at

Pictou, Ji^oya Scotia,wkpd was seat to Eng-

land.tb as becoming the first steam-driven ves-
sel'that ever crossed the Atlantic. She made
the voyage in 23 days. It was from this
steamer's success in crossing the Atlantic
that Samuel Cunard first had lodged in his
busy brain the idea of the ocean steamship
service, which became an accomplished fact
in 1840.

^
The grant of the Canadian and Nova

Scotian
. legislatures produced great results,

but not in the special direction intended. The
ex))fcrience of the owners of the Royal Wil-
liam proves that 'nterprovincial trade m
1833 was a very small affair. Thus discour-
aged the promoters made no further at-
tempts.

The LIhoral Idea of 1859.

In 1859 the Liberal party of Upper Canada
held a convention in Toronto to do some
Cabinet work in the way of manufacturing a
platform upon which all sections of that
party could stand together with comfort to
their political consciences. The union of the
British provinces of " the greater half of the
continent " had been adopted by the Conser-
vativis party as their policy and Mr. (now
Sir) A. T Gait taken into the Cabinet as the
exponent of thit idea. In dealing with the
question thus forced upon them, the
Liberals, as the result of their
deliberations, concluded to oppose the
union policy of their political opponents,
and did so chiefly on the old Stuart ground
of 1824 ; viz., that the trade between the
Canadas and the Maritime Provinces was so
small that union, frtin an Upper Canadian
point of view, was not worth having.

An Effect of ReciDrocltv.

During the remaining years of the Reci-
procity Treaty of 1854, we may be sure that
tiie trade of an interprovincial character did
not grow any larger ; for the great and over-
fbndowing fact of that treaty is, as the late
\V. J. Patterson, of Montreal, abundantly
proved, that it transferred to the nyerchant's
and traders of the United States a large pro-
portion of a'I'growing direct trade be-
tween the provinces, which had existed
prior to 1854—the value of the I

trade in 18G5 being less by half
a million of dollars tlinn the value of the
trade in 1853 -a fact that should be borne in
mind, in all efforts to make freer than they
are the trade relations of the Dominion with


