
Iiiciu^'lyplucs, and to aioist in pcrpctuntiii^' liix inspired tiiicliiiijj

and It) imili' in practisiny his i'\alted virUii-s, (lid Masnnry fiA

iidoiit liim as luT I'alr.Mi. ami dcdirate litT l-od^jcs to liis niemnnl

Tlu' Day, and the Saint tht-ii, arc alike interi'slinj^ to Cliristiaul

and Masons.' Tn Christians, he is " the disciple whom .Ie*us lovedf

the al)lcst, and clearest I'xponeiit of their creed, the niost succesufJ

and valiant lU'fender cl' their faith. To Masons, he is the I'lanmo;!

their or(U'r, and the pattern of tlu-ir lives.

l,et ns glance then at St. .John's character as j;iveji us hy divinl

inN|)iration, p"intini; out sdnie of those features which dislinj

him lis ''the disciple whom Jesus loved:" and as we pass on, notictl

ihe appropriateness of Masons making; him their I'atron, and tiitj

duties which ilevolve upon them in their ohli<,'ation to imitate hinLJ

I. And lirst. we notice the readiness with whicli he ami hi']

hrother .la'nes iorsook their earthly calling; mid friends, at thtj

command of tiieir Lord and Master. In Matt IV 21, we read" .-imI

Jestis (/iiiiKf /'rum the.i.ci'" that is, from the place where he iiad jm'l

hefore called Peter and .\ndrew, ' naw atltcr (wo britlimi, Jttiiieiim

son of Zfhrder, ami John Inn bralhfr. in a ship villi ZfbeJte tht\\

falhet. niiniiiiKj their net.if^nd hf I'olird them. And Ihi'tj immediuiih\

lift Ihe ship, and their father, and fnUnwni him " Their minds liM

been prej)ared f. r the advent of the Messidi, hy the preaching; of Si T
.)ohn the Hapti>t— the other j,'reat Patron of Masonry— who, indeed

we are told, had pointed him out to Andrew, and nni iher disciple

not .mprohalilv the llvangelist himself,— as the Lamb of (>oil

Upon his ap))earance and call, therefore, they readi'y received an.
,

obeyed him, laying the foundation of the christian l)nildin>!; in tik

renunciatiini of th^- world, as a suiireme olyect of pursuit, affection,

and wiirship. And here, it a ways must he laid by every christiai

who 18 desirous of beinj,' the disciple wh'>m '/esns loves. All arc W.

called to forsake their earthly caliin-; and occupation, and I

commence the public preachin;,''(d' God's revealed and saving truth

as the Apostles were, Christ having appointed in his Church i

regul ir way now of entering; into the ministry ; but every Chrisii;i;

IS called to be ready, in heart and mind, to quit at once and forever

all that conies in competition with duty, and lo follow the Saviou-
m the path of holy living.

And no less is it the duty of every true Mason, to follow the

bright examjile ot our Patron,- if iiulJed he would be a disciple-
a follow^'r. a ^^/.foH, whom the Great Master, the Great Creatui

hich

and Architect of the Universe, sluU love; to risn at once at
(.reat Master's call, typified by the earthly Master.to the perform
ot all those duties, and the attainment of all those virtues, w
Masonry teaches and enjoins. To yield up at once, and dcsisi
r(.m the practice of every evil; to pulilish and extend Freemasoiin
hy makuiK Its principles and power manifest in their lives ; to start
on that course and rnle. of life, enclosed within "the two paralKl

Sprlntn^" w^ 'T ^^1'^ " ^'"^'^^ ^''«>>t in Masonry" the Holj :

Scuptures, which will guule unto all truth; which will direct their


