
, material interests may be foretold. It would change the

ground of political contest between races and parties, allay

and obliterate those irritations and conflicts of rancour and

recrimination which have hitherto disfigured our social

fabric. Already in anticipation has its harmonious influence

been felt—the harbinger, may it be hoped, of a lasting

oblivion of dissension among all classes, creeds and parties

in the country. Changing a subordinate for an independent

condition, we would take our station among the nations of

the earth. We have now no voice in the aff"airs of the

Empire, nor do we share in its honours or emoluments.

England is our Parent State, with whom we have no equal-

ity, but towards whom we stand in the simple relation of

obedience. But as citizens of the United States the public

service of the nation would be open to us—a field for high

and honourable distinction upon which we and our posterity

might enter on terms of perfect equality.

Nor would the amicable separation of Canada from Great

Britain be fraught with advantages to us alone. The relief

to the Parent State from the large expenditure now incurred

in the military occupation of the country—the removal of

the many causes of collision with the United States, which
result from the contiguity of mutual territories so extensive

—the benefit of the larger market which the increasing

prosperity of Canada would create, are considerations which,

in the minds of many of her ablest statesmen, render our

incorporation with the United States a desirable consummat-
ion.

To the United States also, the annexation of Canada
presents many important inducements. The withdrawal
from her borders of so powerful a nation, by whom in time of

war the immense and growing commerce of the lakes would
be jeopardized—the ability to dispense with the costly but
inefiectual revenue establishment over a frontier of many
hundred miles—the large accession to their income from
our Customs—the unrestricted use of the St. Lawrence, the

natural highway from the Western States to the ocean, are

objects for the attainment of which the most substantial

equivalents would undoubtedly be conceded.

,
FELLOW—COLONISTS,
We have thus laid before you our views and convictions


