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The boat upset and sunk at Cap Rouge was the primary-

cause and the first link of the chain which had the greatest

influence over all the affairs of Europe. If M. de Levis had

saved the cannonier at Cap Rouge, what a multitude of

events would have been nipped in the bud ! Perhaps even

Great Britain would have been forced to receive the peace

from France instead of granting it on her own conditions.

There is scarcely any human action that is not the begin-

ning of a chain of results.

The French army took possession of the village of St.

Foye the moment the English went out of it, retiring to

Quebec, and passed there the night between the 2'7th and

28th of April. Next morning M. de Levis being informed

that the English army was come out of the town, and that

they were drawn up in battle upon the same ground that

the French army had occupied the year before at the battle

of the :^.3th September, he drew out his men and advanced

in order of battle to meet the English army. Though fully

persuaded that the English general would not risk a battle

out of his town, where he had a gi'eat deal to lose in being

beat, and could gain little by a victory, he was fully per-

suaded that he would return at the approach of the French

army.

G-eneral Murray, who does the greatest honor to his coun-

try by his great knowledge of the art of war, good sense

and ability, had come out of the town in order to cover that

place with a retrenchment, which was very evident from

the prodigious quantity of working tools that were taken

by the French ; and the vast rapidity with which the

French army advanced in all appearance, deprived him of

the possibility of getting back into Quebec without leaving

a part of them to be cut to pieces by the Canadians.

The English army had the advantage of position. They

were drawn up in battle upon rising ground, their front

armed with twenty-two brass field-pieces—the Palace bat-


