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knows perfectly well that I ar nfot in a position ta amend or
comment on that statement, and even if I were, I would not do
Sa.

Senator MacEachen: The Leader of the Governrnent is very
hesitant. He certainly does not have the confidence Senator
Flynn bas, wbo said tbat tbey were hesitant before budget
night but today they are not hesitant. Tbe Leader of the
Government bas sbown an indication of besitation because bie
is sowing the seeds for possible change in that rather defensive
answer.

1 tbank him for bis solicitude about my experiences, wbicb I
always find cballenging, but I neyer find it possible ta operate
and speak "witbout the slightest besitation" wbile at tbe saine
time saying that 1 amn "hesitant." Tbat is wbat the Prime
Minister did yesterday.

Perbaps the leader would reflect upon a furtber staternent
made by tbe Prime Minîster. Anybody who bas any doubt
about the intention of the government will have tbat doubt
removed as a result of this statement by the Prime Minister,
because the Prime Minister now bas put tbe Minister of
Finance in complete uncertainty by bis statement on this
particular measure. That staternent is found at page 5676 of
House of Commons Debates, and reads as follows:

The Budget proposais on limiting indexation are nat in
effect at this time and will not came into effect until
January 1 of next year-

But listen ta this, bonourable senators:
-and if we do proceed with this measure, tbe initial
effects thereof could not be felt until April, 1986.

Senator Fritb: Bye-bye Michael Wilson!

Senator MacEachen: Will the Leader of the Governrnent
now confirm that the government may flot proceed with this
measure at ail, that tbe hesitation that prevailed before tbe
budget is still tbreatening the goverfiment, still making the
government nervous? WiIl the Leader of the Government now
say that the government will go abead with tbis de-indexation
measure? Can bie say that?

Senator Flynn: Idle words.

Senator Roblin: I wonder wbetber, wben hie [the then Mr.
MacEachen] presented bis budget in tbe other place, hie was
asked if hie intended ta proceed witb bis measures.

Senator Frith: Wby bave an inquiry into Senator MacEac-
hen's budget? Why not talk about this budget?

Senator Roblin: 1 would like to profit from Senator
MacEacben's experience.

Senator Frith: But you will get ta the question eventually.

Senator Roblin: I cannot recaîl a Minister of Finance in my
time, witb the exception of Walter Gordon, wbo bad more
trouble with budgets tban did Senator MacEachen. Sa, when
bie-

Senator Frith: Just take a look at Michael Wilson's.

Senator Roblin: -asks questions about cbanging policy or
cbanging rny mind, 1 arn only anc of 39, and 1 arn certainly flot
going ta enunciate government policy an this matter in tbe
Senate, because 1 have no rigbt or autharity to do so.

Senator Frith: You are talking about everytbing but the
subject.

Senator Roblia: 1 bave ta point out ta my honourable friend
that bis experience is illustrative, and we hope we will flot
make as many mistakes as bie did.

Senator MacEschen: Unfortunately, while the Leader of the
Governrnent is flot obliged ta talk about past policies; hie is
obliged ta talk about presenit policies. He is sa uncertain about
those that hie cannot stay on that ground; hie bas ta go back
four years and talk about past experience.

1 arn asking the leader if hie is able ta tell us today that this
measure will proceed. Can hie tell us that, clearly and sirnply?
Can hie give us a "yes" or "no" answer ta that?

Some Hon. Senators: Hear, hear.

Senator Roblin: Wben my honourable friend answered ques-
tions relatîng ta bis budget bie did flot answer categorical
questions of tbat sort, wben tbere had been a plain statement
by tbe Prime Minister that the matter was under review.

The matter is under review, and thase are tbe exact wards
that were used, the right words. We wiIl develop aur policy as
we tbink the situation requires. We have a proposition before
tbe Canadian people. Tbat, at tbe present tirne, is the policy of
the gavernrnent. If the government decides ta change that
policy rny friend will be inforrned in due course. Speaking at
the prescrnt time, and speaking as 1 know the situation, 1 say
tbat this is tbe policy of the government, that we wiII bring
these measures in, but we wii not do so in a blind, insensitive
and-
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Senator Frith: Confusing.

Senator Roblin: We wil deal witb it in a good, calrn-

Senator Fritb: Uncertain, besitant. We are just trying ta
give tbe honourable senator some extra words.

Senator Roblin: When I have ta borrow words from the
bonourable senator, tbat wiIl be a hard day as far as 1 arn
concernied.

Senator Fritb: 1 arn just offering tbem; they do flot have ta
be accepted.

Senator Roblin: My vocabulary is as good as the honourable
senators, and rnuch more ta tbe point and sensible, so 1 advise
rny bonourable friend ta keep out of this discussion, because it
is not his question. If hie wants ta answer a question, hie can
stand on his feet and do so and no doubt hie will.

Senator Frith: Ask me one.
Senator Roblin: I arn not going to ask the honourable

senator a question-
Senator Frith: Make up your mind.
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