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the price attached to the railway lands.
Any company undertaking to copstruct
this road 1aust largely depend upon the
sale of the lands. Buppose & company
had fifty million acres and the Governnient
an equil amount, If the Government
gave free homesteads or put a rmere
nominal price on this land, that
held by the company would hre worth:ess,
for the raising ot morey. As to this price
of 2,50 an acre being excessiva the result
of running a railroad into any tract of
country had always been to increase ens
ormously the value of the land alongside
of it. The cost of transporting the pro-
duce of one acre fifty miles without a
railroad, was $12, and by rail, §4. Taere
was, therefore, a saving of $8 on every
acre to the farmer. »o to run a railway
alongside a mun’s farm, raised the vilue
of that land at least $100 an acre. By
referring to the sales of land "y the Union
Pacific and other American railways, hon.
gentlemen would see that the Uaion
Pacitic sold, in Oct. 1872, 20,&57 rcres
for $99.000, or an average of £4.50 an
acre. In July $640.000 was realizeC by
sales, yiving an average of over :4.23 an
acre. So this company were selling at a
very much larger price than that fixed for
our lands. We might, therefore, conclude
that $2.50 was uot excessive. We could
not help feeling surprise at a company
claiming to be the strongest ever o1gan.
ized in the Dominion, declining to asso~
ciate with the other company hecause hey
found they would be overruled by it, the
weaker of the two, as alleged. If the
Interoceanic was as strong as wasasserted,
and if the hon. gentleman from Toronto
(Mr. Macpherson) was wholly influenced
by those patriotic motives which, he pre-
tended, guided his compuny’s course. he
should have amalgamated at once; and
being the stronger, he coukl have con-
trolled the other, and preserved both
from Americen influence or supremacy,
He (Mr. McLeian) hoped this resolution
would be voted down, and the informa
tion flashed across the ocean that this
House was not disposed to meddle with
the legislation created last year, so that
the hands of the Pacific Railway gentle.
men in England 1mnight be strengthenved,
and their success asswied, (Uneers.)

The Housc then divided on the motion,
whicii was lost.-—Contents, 1J; Non-con«
teuts, 37.

The House then adjourned.

Tuurspay, May, 1.

‘The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 p.m.
On motion of the Honorable Mr. CAMP
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BELL, seconded by the Honorable Mr,
Aikins, it was

Kesolved, That the pay list of the officers
and servants of theSenate, and the papers
which accompanied it, presented to this
House by the Honcrable Mr. Campbell, on
Friday the seventh day of March last, be
referred to the Select Committee appoict-
ed to examine and report upon the ocon.
tingent accounts of the Senate for the pre~
sent session.

The Honorable !ir. CAMPBELL intro
duced a bill intituled : “*An Act to amend
the Acts respecty g the inspection of
steamboats.’’

QAT:IS BILL.

Senator BUREAU said that when he had
asked the Government yesterday whether
they had advisei His Excellency to
give the Royal assent to the Bill respect-
ing the examination of witnesses before
Committees of Parliament, the Hon. Post~
master General had replied that this ques-
tion was designed to elicit the secrets of
the Privy Council, and to infringe on the
liberties of the Crown. He (the speaker)
had in his hand the authority on the sub-
ject, which said that the Government were
responsible to Parliament for the advice
given to the Crown. It was also stated
that the Crown could authorize the Minis-
try to give such information, so that his
motion of yesterday was quite in order,
and he begged to repeat the same question
to-day.

Senator CAMPBELL said be understood
yesterday that the hou. gentleman's ques~
tion was to elicit from the Government what
advice they intended to give the Crown.

Senator BUR{AU said that was not the
effect of his question of yesterday, but
what advice they had giver—that the
House had a right to know.

Senator CAMPBELL said the hon. gen-
tleman should have given notice of his
questien, s0 that he might have had an
opportunity of consulting his colleagues in
order to ascertain if they were at liberty
to give the information asked for,

MISSING THE MAIL.

Hon. Mr. PRICE asked whether the
Allan mail steamers are not obliged to re-
main in port till all the Canadian mails
made up forthem are on board? And how
it happened that the English mhils closed
at Quebec on the 2lst and 28th March
last, vig Portland, were not waited for
by the Prussian, &nd the following
steamer ? :

ilon. Mr. PRICE complained that owing
to the failure of the mails to reach the
steamers many merchants in Quebec lost

Pacific Railway.



