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The Address—Mr. Benidickson

the dominion-provincial conference permitting
—of the benefits flowing from that splendid
piece of legislation.

The second hon. member to represent our
constituency was Hugh McKinnon. I am sure
a great number of members in this cham-
ber, with me, regret his untimely passing
during the last parliament. I have already had
evidence of the great affection in which he
was held by former members of the house,
through the number of courtesies already ex-
tended to me by members of this house as
his political heir, by reason of it being known
that he and I were great personal friends.

Traditionally both these hon. members were

Liberals who regarded the title as being as
well spelled with a small as with a capital “L”.
It was they who pioneered the very natural
association between Liberals and Labour
which was so decisive a factor in the last
election.
. And, speaking of that election, may I say
that I became convinced and tried to convince
other people that the retention of the present
government in power after the war was neces-
sary in the best interests of the country.
This opinion was based largely upon the
government’s splendid direction of the Cana-
dian war effort, and naturally upon the con-
viction that a government with so much
behind it in the way of war-time accomplish-
ments could not fail to show equal wisdom
and equal imagination in the handling of the
equally difficult problems of peace. They, I
felt, could not fail to understand that the
world of 1938 had, in fact, dissolved before
our eyes, and that a new world had stirred
toward its birth six years ago this week.

From its programme it was evident that the
government neither clasped the past too
firmly, nor reached too eagerly toward the
distant future. The record of the govern-
ment and the outline of its programme during
the election campaign were such, I believe,
as immediately to satisfy the great majority
of the people of Canada. According to the
people’s verdict, the government’s programme
approached most closely their requirements.
I am pleased to note from what I read in the
speech from the throne that performance 1s
following closely upon the heels of promise.

The governor general’s speech which we
heard yesterday embodied at least the spirit
of those reforms which the times demand.
And if as members of the house we cannot
ensure that the letter and the detail of those
reforms are made effective, then I suggest,
with all deference and respect, that we shall
have failed in our task.

The raw material has been dropped into
our laps by a government which, I believe,
has appreciated what must go into the warp
and woof of the new fabric. As I understand
the matter, our task is to suggest into pre-
cisely what patterns it shall be woven. The
materials given to us as outlined in the
speech from the throne, are good materials.
They conform with what we had been led to
expect from past performance and practice.

For those materials, the spinning of which
we gained some intimation during the 1944
session of parliament, and during the election
campaign which followed, I should like per-
sonally to acknowledge the definite hand of
the Prime Minister. We younger men who
think we feel within ourselves and are led
by the precepts of Liberalism—even left wing
Liberalism—are told that this is a phase in
our philosophy which young men rightly ex-
perience, but which they will forget as they
grow older. I think the thirties are the time
when we are supposed to abandon and to
break away from some of those ideals.

Sometimes when, through private business
success, we attain a degree of prosperity, we
are inclined to abandon what I should like
to call real liberalism. However, in the
face of this allegedly natural transmutation,
and in contradiction of all that we have been
told is an inevitable and natural process, I
would make so bold as to draw to the
philosophers’ attention the Right Hon.
William Lyon Mackenzie King. The years
have not changed his relative position to the
right or to the left. He remains one of those
fortunate ones, regarded by one party as
radical and by the other as conservative.
To-day, as always, he fulfils the ideals of
those who are most eager to do what they can
for social reform and for the advancement
of their country, without entirely scrapping
the whole system under which so much pro-
gress in Canada has already been made.

We may disagree on details, but I claim
that in the speech from the throne which we
heard yesterday were included the indications
of all the major policies which we can count

-upon to carry Canada through the difficult

years which lie ahead.

May I be forgiven if for a few minutes I
give expression to what is possibly obvious to
all hon. members. First, Canada has fought a
great war. The magnitude of our achievement
is, I think, not readily discernible as yet to
Canadians as a whole. For example, we say
that we had an army in the field, but I wonder
if any one has yet been able to explain
properly to Canadians what is meant by that
very technical word “army”? We have had a



