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that should he che.cked. Wiîthin the last
three montbs quite a few young boys have
gone to the trenches in the Belgian theatre of
war too soon. 1 amrn ot going to give any
specifie examples, but I have had examples
given to me of men who have been killed in
Belgiurn four months from the time they
en-listed in Canada as general personnel. 0f
course that cani happen in many ways. It
couid he an isolated case. There might be
half a dozen isolated cases of boys being
slippeýd into. the reinforcement stream hecause
they volunteered. They may have been asked
because the ranks had te, be filled. One can
understand that it may happen in one or two
cases, but it does nlot excuse the reinforce-
ment officer wbo permits it to happen.

Mr. RALSTON: Did rny hion. friend say
only f our months?

Mr. GILLIS: Yes.

Mr. RALSTON: Would the general permit
me to say this? Would the hon. memrber give
the naine to the Minister of National De-
fence and I arn sure hie wouid look it up.

Mr. McNAIJGHTON: I think it is most
unlikely unless the soldier bad somne military
training beforehand.

Mr. GILLIS: No.

Mr. McNAUGHTON: We -have the train-
ing record down to individuals. If we bad
the naine the bistory of the matter could be
traced and we could give you the specifie
information. No harm can corne to the man
by bis naine heing given.

Mr. GILLIS: Certainly flot.

Mr. McNAUGHTON: I tbink Colonel
Raiston and mýyseif are most intercsted in
baving that information. If there is anything
wrong we can check and audit on the strearn.

Mr. GILLIS: Yes. I have no hesitation in
saying that it may be an isolated case. 1
would say that the individual I refer to slipped
into the reinforcernent stream. by volunteering.
I can give you rnany others who were
wounded. I have bad many people corne to
me witbin the last couple of rnonths and
ask me: Is tbis possible, or is it reasonable,
or is this the systern? I know that in rny
end of the country these boys are put tbrough
too quickly. I can give naines.

Mr. RAISTON: May I say this in the
presence of the general? I had referred to me
by a mother what I thought was a very bad
case, just before I went overseas. She claimed
that the boy had enlisted in January and
had heen wounded in JuIy I tbink, and further
that hie was under age. I was very much con-

cerned about it. I said that I would see the
boy when I was overseas. I did. I had hirn
corne up frorn the hospitai to see me. I had
thought it was a case of pressure-short-eut
training, to put it bluntly. I went over bis
training witb him inyseif first and asked wbat
hie was given, particularly his weapons training.
It sounded as tbougb bie bad had apparently
good training both in Canada and in England.
Then I sent for bis papers. His record of
training was such as would make any director
of training proud. The record sbowed bis
basic training in Canada, the hours that hae
had spent on eacb particular subject, then bis
advanced training, bis Bren gun, mortar,
tommy gun and ail otber weapon training,
witb good reports as well on the rest of the
syllabus. It gave the number of bours of
training, the number of rounds fired with tbe
different weapons and so on. It also gave the
refresher training in Engiand. It was as comn-
plete a record as I ever saw. This was a report
of his training and I was very much gratified
witb it. I then asked the boy how old hie
was. H1e said hie was eigbteen and a haîf
years. That was in July. I said: "Wbat did
you say your age was wben you enlisted?"
He said: "I toid thern I was nineteen." I said:
'Did your mother say anything about your
enlisting?" He said: "No. I went home on
embarkation leave'and she was sorry but sbe
did nt mnk.- Pnr objection." H1e bad been
wounded at eighteen and a haîf. 11e will not
be nineteen until December, and of course I
gave instructions that bie was not to return
to his unit before tbat time. But that
was a dlean case. I just happened to
get the naine; I got the boy; I got the
age and I got ail tbe documents, and it was
a perfect situation, except for one tbing that
people would say that fellow was pretty young
to go in six months after bie enlisted. That
is ail that could be said about that case. I
know there are otber cases. I bave investi-
gated quite a number. Generally if you look
up the individual record you will find that the
training bas mét tbe standards, and frorn. the
point of view of the requirements of the train-
ing regulations and the procedure wbich is
laid down everytbing bas been regularly
observed. I wisb to know if tbere are any
cases wbere a man bas been trained for four
rnontbs only. I should like that for my own
information. Can I have the figures on that?

Mr. GILLIS: I should like to be sure about
the syllabus of .training for the mew peTsonnel
coming in; is Lt sixteen weeks?

Mr. McNAUGHTOýN: The basic training is
eight weeks. and the corps training runs fr'or
eighit weeks in the infantVry te, sixteen weeks
in the a'rno'ured corps.


