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further criticisma atter we have seen the bil
itself and have had an opportunity of
examiniflg its proposais.

Mr. CLAXTON: It is evident from the
actions of the government, as weli as from
the speech tram the throne, that the winning
of the war remains the first of ail ohj ectives.
It is equally clear that the second objective
of the government is the institution of
measures to provide' feul employment atter
the war. That point is deait with in the
speech from. the throne in these words:

In the opinion of my ministers plans for the
establishment of a national minimum of social
security and human wnelf are should bie advanced
as rapidly as possible. Such a national mini-
mum contemplates useful ensployment for al
w-ho are willing to wo rk....

It is in order to implement th4s statement
that the rtesolution, and the bill which will
be hased upon it, are brought before the house.
Several questions have heen asked about the
role which will be occupied by the minister
in charge of the proposed dapartment. From
what the Prime Minister bias said it is ohvious
that the minister will have to coordinate the
plans of other departmnents. He will have to
work tbrough Cther ageneies, if there are
any other agencies; hie will have to see that
a particular plan is carried out by an appro-
priate agency, governmnental or otherwise; hae
will have to cooperate witb provincial and
municipal governments, and if no other way
is found te, carry out a task hie must he ready
to do it himself. The powers which were
read by the Prime Minister provide for that
being donc.

It should not ha thougbt that the new
departmnent and the new minister start fromn
scratch. As hon. members know, a great deal
of work has been donc in this connection by
parliamentary committees, by interdepart-
mental committees and by the advisory
committce on reconstruction and all its sub-
committees, the reports of which have been
tabled in the house. Ahl that work bas been
dlonc and will be available to the new minister
whcn hie is appointed. From that starting point
hie can go forward.

Mr. GRAYDON: Is it to he a new
minister?

Mr. CLAXTON: It is to be a new minister
of reconstruction, though net necessarily a
new minister.

Mr. GRAYDON: That is as cicar as the
Prime Minister's explanation of bis position.

Mr. MACDONALD (Kingston City): An
old minister witb a new namne.

Mr. CLAXTON: The leader of the opposi-
tion knows very well that wc are debating a
resolution preceding the introduction of a bill

[Mr. Graydon.l

to set up a new dcpartmnent, over whicb there
will be a new minister who will be the first
minister of reconstruction. That should be
clear enougb for hini.

In conclusion, may I say that during the
war the peuple of Canada bave become
conscious of their resources to a degree they
have neyer known before. We now sec some-
thing of wbat the people ef Canada can do.
Wc have sean an enormous increase in our
industrial capacity and in the skills of our
people; and I think most Canadians have
faith that these resources and skills can be
put te use after the war is over. Usaful jobs
can ha providad for ail Canadians wiiling to
work, and that will he the objeat of this
new (iepartment.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: I should like
te express my appreciation of the attitude of
hon. members toward the resolution which
is before the committee, and to tbank them
for the support they have given the principle
of the establisbmcnt of a naw dcpartmnent
of governiment spacialiy conccrned with recon-
struction. My old friand the lion. mamber
for Davanport lias asked me to answer one
or twe questions. 1 tbink thay beip to
alucîdate tha significanca of the wvork of the
minister of tise dcpartmcnt of reconstruction.
The lion. member askcd whcthcr the dapart-
ment would bo concernad with seeking to
have new industries devaloed in Canada,
with furthering the possible development of
tise St. Lawvrence waterway, with the matter
cf irrigationin the west, and projeats of the
kind. Thesa questions serve to illustrate
cxactly 'nhat I have said, that ail matters
which relate te the development of resourcas,
cf industry and the like will be part cf the
work ef reconstruction. It wili ha a part of
the duty ot the minister of reconstruction te
seek te gather trom bis colleagues of the

ether dapartments information as te the
projects which they teed should be developed

in the intercats ot the country. Ha will bring
such mattars betore tise cabinet, togather witb
bis recommandations, aftr consultation witb
the ether ministers as te whetber or flot they
sheuld ha procecded with. Ail the subjects
mantioncd by my hon. fî-iend weuld in my
opinion be among those which, at serne time,
would find a place somewbere in a ganeral
plan et reconstruction. Then I was asked as
te the possibility et providing roads. That
question illustrates anether phase et the werk
et the minister. That is, he is net merely
te he concerned with matters exclusively
within the jîirisdictien et the federal gevern-,
ment but by conference with the provincial
govcrnmcnts, and througb cooperatien with


