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influence especially of oui, own country
at Amiens and Cambrai, at Lens, and at
Mons.

Now another practical consideration,
,which I think gives strong asupplemental
support to, my main contention, that the
Government miglit easily have avoided this
situation at the present time! Against
whom are we going to fight in the imme-
diate future? In answer to that question,
when it has been discussed before, the
only suggestion I have heard was that we
might have a war between Japan and
America. Well, that could not possib]y im-
plicate the British Empire, because Japan
is oui Aliy, and 1 do not think myseif that
a war of anything like the dimensions of
the last or which is at ail likely to
implicate, Canada, ean bake place in the
near future. Sir, it is flot only of morail
importance, ýbecause the people are led uip
with waî, it is o.f eoonomic importance.
I repeat, it is of economic importance.
Where would you get your munitions,
where would you get your food supplies?
We have so impoveri.shed ourselves, so *im1-
poveîishe-d oui supplies, that oui difficulty
now,-I speak of ail the nations that were
implicated in the war-is not to supply
huge armies abroad, but to feed the ordin-
ary run of oui population at home. In
the face of that fact, arn I not justifled in
claiming that in the immediate future a
war that would implicate Canada is al-
inost unthinkable, and certainly it is un-
thinkable to, my mind before. the Imperial
Conference of 1921. 'Under those circum-
stances, would it flot have been wise for
the Goverument to give us a breathing space
and to have asked the lmperial (iovern-
nient to give us a breathing space? Would
it not have been wise to have heen in-
fluenced by these considerations?

.Sir, there is another consideration that
comes to, me here. This expenditure is
not only useless, it is much worse than
that, for it commits us to, a wrong line of
policy and at the sanie time it does not,
in ail probability, provide the means which
wouid be of the slightest use to, us if we
did uni ortunately find ourseives at war.
Why, I have a recollection of Canada be-
ginning a navy before, Sir, and as a Cana-
dian I was ashamed to, see our newspapers
printing cartoons and writing about our
ýsmnali beginnings in that direction. I was
ashamed to see things, and f elt humiliated
to the ground; and I contemplate that be-
fore a year or two is over, we will have
the samne kind of literature and the same
kind of cartoons with respect to the vos-

sels which are being given by the Adm iraity
-probably because they are nearly obso-
lete vesseis already-and given to us that
we might embark on an expenditure of
two and a hall millions for their upkeep.

Mir. BALLAINTYNE: Would my hion.
f riond allow me a question?

Mi. CLARK (Red Deer): W-e are in coin-
niitte.e and I propose týo finish my remarks,
if the hion. minister widl be so good. I was
going to say what wild probably satiefy him
on the point hie was raising. If the vesels
were *up-to.-date at the piesent moment-
and 1 concode ail that to him-they certainlW
wiill be obGodete in five years. That is my
nswei to the point my hion. f riond was
going to put, snd ho icari put it as istrongly
as he likes. Wel. as we are not likely, in~
my judgment,-and 1 am following from
point to pointeas quick*ly as I 'onu-to have
a wsoe withiu that tinie in whi-ch we wilH be
impiicatod at slea, if those vesseis wi-1l be
obsolete in thiee yeaî.s-and we know the
br.evity of ilfe of these vesseis; this was ail
dîiscussed at length years ago, lu this House
-then more than ever 1 contend that we
arecommitting ourseives to a uselesls expen-
diture et a moment when it could ho avoid-
ed by the exorcise of ordinaîy foresight and
of ordinary poditi-cal strategy in deaiing
with the Motheir Country.

Not only does the question arise in one's
mind es to what wiLl ho the use of these
veseols, but if we are thinking in teîms of
war-jnd I suppoee, we have to as long as
wýe diseuse these mattors,-then we have to
have othefr considerations in oui minds.
Mi. Chlarmain, I do not ireadily 'thiuk with
those. poople who say that iu a thousand
yeaes you wiiî -have wam in the woilid just
as you have a1ways hadi them. After ail,
Sir, the world does, improve. Less than a
hutndred yeaîs ago in xny native county cd!
Notrthumb2aend, two members o! the
lotbility fought an olectoral conteat snd
used. aanguage, which waa flot exactly ples-
ant to one snothor. Mfteî the oDntest they
went dow~n to the oeashoro and fought a
-duel. The 1aw of the land all-owed that sort
of thiLug at thst tume. But duelling ia not
allowed in Great Britain now, nor in Can-
ada, nor inl any other part of the British
Empire. So that the worid doee impeove.
A!nd I amn one o! those who hold that if the
best influences of the best mon in the civil-
ized nations of the world will take up the
League of Nations idea and wooek for peace,
they wial do a great deal to, promote hotter
ideas among the nations of the wc>rld and


