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bat tîlieltîs fban tbe Frencli Canailian
soldier. Snch a testimiony from the meutb
of our xvorsf enemies can enly delighf us, as
it can be but the voicing of a signal truf h.

Mr. Speaker, had it been possible, hiad w-e
net wanted to reinain French 'Canadians,
nad we lest our senses to the extent ef
agreeing fo sacrifice tbe work ef many cen-
furies of painful efforts, you weuid now
ail be convinced fliat tite bioed wbichi flows
fhrougli the veins cf tbe soldier of the
giorions 22nid is tbe saine bloed whiciî flou s
fhrooigh t h( vt-ios etfflic Fren ch C a na dian
lafidS.

But we are reproacbied witb liax ing faiied
in the accemplishînient, ef or dtluy during
the war u-bicb bias just been breugbt te an
end. Wby suebi a repreachi -wben we are
weil satisfied fliat tbe Goverument ieff ne
stene unturneti in erder te prevent the
French Canailians from eniisting2 We are
entirely satisfled, and I say if witbi tbe ut-
most frankness, tbat the ýGovenmenf weuid
bave been pieased and would have preferred
it if Frencb Canadians hiad taken a diff erent
stand, se as te enable rhemi te stir racial
prejudices. I do neot uisb te revicuw tbe
circunîstances cf tue u-heie organizafion at
the beginning cf the w-ar.

The facfs xviii already statitidîrn the
lasf session, andî 1 shahl hi cefiît xx db
placing befere tbis House aod the contry
wbat occurred in iny ti- coonfy at titi
time and wbaf w cri the- rcsnilts. An efficîr
xvas sent te Chicoutiioxi te secore volonitiers-
and cîxeocti an office there. Iii Chicouti mi
as everywbere cisc, I regret te say, fimere
are mien cubher lazy or idie, vcry fiew, boit
stili tbere are some, and in tbe biesflamai-
lies yenoii i olten find ail kinds cf indix'i-
duels. \Vcll, fbcse wbe wol net w-ork. the
lazy oies, were iinfcrfonately the firsf te
enlist. Somne higbly respectable yeîîiig ame
bclenging te goed faînilies, woold biave
iiked te serve, but know iog as fhey did that
they xvonld be cempelicti te live fer a cer-
faimn lingthi cf trne in ceopany w îfh Ibis
sert cf peeple, fbey booig back. Tîtîrefere
fixe people cf Chicoutimii xvlo xvere aoxioens
te sec the conty deo, nef ifs dufy, for w-e
did not ceusidir if coîopilsery, bit ifs
sbere as the orner sictions cf the cexnxfry,
in recrniiting fixe largcsf pessibîle niumbir
cf, yoong men, sfarfcd an agitation xxitb a
view te securing heom the Gevernmcnnt per-
mission te have fixe recroiting- donc by the
lSfh regiiment cf Chiceoutiomi and by fbe offi-
cers cf that. regýiment whe xvere xx-ll ac-
qnainfîd xvitb ail tbe yenth cf that cctntry
areund Chicoutimi anti Lake ýSf. John.
Mr. Girard, forerîr minber fer tbe censti-
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toency, xx as reqnestcd te appx- te tiiieuh-
tary autherities on bîltaîf cf tiie cifizens.
Bof that xvas doring tbc diection cf Dor-
chester, in whichi Mr. iGirard xvas faking
an active part. At any rate, four or five
xveeks eiapsed or perhaps more, before Mr.
Girard acknewiedged rccipt cf flic rîqoest.
Ànd we heard ne more about if. Bicruif-
îîîg i)roeided as osual; hexxever, vi xvere
'-orprised te see boxx rnany voong mien frein
the parishes is fixe cotinties cf Chiceotiini,
Lake ISf* John and Saguenay, xvcre enlisf-
ing onder nxesf snfortoîxate circiitsancîs.
'To day a greaf nonîber cf fbcox arc resfing
for ever iu Frencbi grond. Thlîrefoe I
say that xve bave dene or tit- anti more
than or duty.

Ncxx ailexe me, Sir, te ruer te tIt \fitax
ýService Acf. We had cvery reasomi te be
opposed tu tit lait I de nef inttŽnd te
enonxýiierafe theux ail], andi as evirybedy
knoxs, xvhen the Acf becamîme laxx %ve snb-
îiitfed te it and, xxith very fiew excîeptiens,
aill those xxhe xxere cailed reperteul fcr dxîtty.
I sincîreiy declare, Sir, tbat i îxiroaliy
do net knexx a single ycming iiti xxo lie t
ot report iinitliafely ix ceiiftroif 'v xxifb

fixe reqoirinenfe cf flic Milifaîx- Serx ici
Act. lIn or port cf the eomxtr' ,thire are
ne uniîtuxox-ivd. and as fihe Acf îtnxxitied fer
exemtion. ioeet cf or îtmîiîetiix cri
timperariiy ixeitipteti.

Lafer on fixe ex-empilons xx o nxîiiified
eitber bv an Ortier lu Conociil or h)y dcci-
sietis cf lien. Jiistici Dxmff. and tîxîni titi
yeomxg imen xxerî caliii uonî te report.
'fixe petople cf Cieiii-geavw-ire
iii a x-erx axx kxxard position. As I have

aiedvsatcd, there are no xîoimtplo -i vl ix
that ccunty. If was establisiexi te the
satisfactieox cf titi Cetîrîs-axt Hon. mugi
Dixpiessis cextld cenfirin wliat I say that
xxi xerc atnd tire stiil lackiog af heast 30
or M.5 per cent cf thi nîccssary labeur te
earrx vi oexîr induistries. The sitiuation xvas
ol iifficiit oie.

You rioemixixir. Mr. Sîpeaker, tbaf last
sprirtg, fixe bion.- Miisleir ofXrcmlur
callIei a con fireoci cf the, -Mixisters cf
Xg-ricifotrc cf titi 5arixti. Prov-ixces in

Of tau-a, ini order te fimxd mîeamîs cf incriasing
fixe predumctien, anxd yeu aise kîxox that a
snbsidy xvas given te flic Provinces fer thaf
jiorpese. I hxave mocx ixiasure mn ax-iixg
tbaf flic Province cf Qoîhc xvas fixe emxly
onei xvlm nef oni>- rîacmed ifs quota buit
îxcîeded if Lx' severai tbousand acres, and
I faîte pride iii staticg that fixe conlty cf
Lake St. Jelin xxas liadimig ail the cexînfies
cf thaf preovince.


