
VI THE JUST WAR DOCTINE AND THE UN CHARTER

(i) The just war doctrine as evolved in the Middle Ages was, a marriage between
political realism and idealism. While it laid obligations on sovereign states to,
keep the world's peace by using force if necessary (just war), it hedged this
obligation with a number of conditions which helped to root it in political
reality. The UN Charter was a sinilar marriage between political realism and
idealism,4 and ini nany ways codifies and updates the original theses ofjust war.
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