
inclusion and properly functioning elected bodies, legal and judicial systemns and public services.
Increasingly, governing systems are involving the private sector and civil society organizations.
Nancy stated societies in the hemisphere faced two main challenges - firstly, the ability to guide
and articulate democratic development visions with broad-based support for its consolidation and
secondly, the ability to formnulate and implement public policy in a collaborative and constructive
enviroment The group was posed with the question as to, whether institution-building efforts
should involve working with civil society groups in democratic development and what role
should Canada play?

5. Corruption

Matt Dippeil, National Democratic Institute for International Affairs in Washington, began
framing the discussion on corruption by defining corruption as an abuse of entrusted power for
personal gain and identifying some lessons learned in the fight against corruption. He outlined an
integrated approach put forward by the World Bank which includes the public sector establishing
ethical codes, the need for strong civil society groups, an accountablejudiciary, a free media, a
private sector with strong ethical standards, and international cooperation in fighting corruption.
He recommended strengthening political parties, identifying the sources of campaign fuands,
supporting civic education to include ethics education and educating the military to take on more
productive roles in societies. Matt Dippell signalled the group to identify any Canadian pieces or
existing niches within the World Bank list that Canada could pursue in preparation of the OAS
Summit.

6. Threats to Democracv
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