
Forest Ecosystemn Management Asssmn Team that identified ten options for managing al

or part of 17 national forests that poiehabitat for the spotted owl. The options ranged

from preserving ail remaining old-growth forests to reaffirming existing management plans.
and nclued lternative designations of rsve areas and levels of logging outside those

protected enclaves. The team also asesdthe impact of alternatives on. biodîversity, finding

that the viability of some 1,300 species was a direct function of the size of old-growth

reserves. The option the Citon admnistrationl ultimately selected was one of the least

environmenaly protective. It designated about haif of the old-growth forest argeoutside

of widresarcas as timber-producing lands. In exchange for oeiglands to produce

about 1.2 billion board feet of bimber a year, the plan increased the threat to sonie 400)

seiswhose habitats becamne more isolated and fragmented.

The JuIy 1993 Northwest Timber Plan allowed logging of about 12 billion board fret

of timber over 10 years, or about 1.2 billion annually on Federal lands ini the Nortliwest that

produced more than 5 billion a year in the 1980s; established reserves for the threatened

uorthern sotdowl in which logging would be lmtdto dead and >dying tress and thinning

of some live ones, but only where that poses no thicat to the owl; set up 10 special
mangemnt rea whre xpeimetalharvesting tehiuswould. be used; established nio-

lgigbuffer zones around sensitive sra and proteuts entire waesesto try to avoid

endngeedsahuen and other wildlife;pose that Conrs appropriate $1.2 billion oe

ftve years, icldn $270 million i the fiscal year 1994, to asitthe region's econom
throgh conmicdevlopentgrants, smail busns zones, job training money and funds to

have loggers restore rivers damaged by excessive Iogging; and asked Congress to encourage
more doetcmligby elmtin a txsubsidy for timber opneth xorra


