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the three countries that the integration process should be better rnanaged in order to,
provide clearer "rules of the gaine" with 'respect to both international trade and
investment flows. Still another factor was the desire-or, rather, the need--of both Mexico
and Canada to gain guaranteed access to, the large and prosperous U.S. mnarket at a tinie
when international trade coriflicts, especially between the Uniited States and Japan, were
heating Up.

To these must be added a numiber of external forces that played important roles.
Why did these three countries, which by the niid-1980s had embraced a multilateral
approach to trade negotiations through the GATT, decide to take a trilateral/regional,
approach to lowering trade barriers? After ail, the GMIT had been relatively successful: in
a series of negotiating rounds over the last three decades; the GATT had reduoed overt.
protectionisin (e.g., tariffs and quotas) on nianufactured products and introduced a system
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