contral. These funds originated From reparations, loan repgayments and
wartime compensation, They could be spent dnly $n the debtor country
and could not be caonverted to Canadian currency. For this reason thay
appeared in the annual estimates as only a nominal sum. 3y 1952,
51,860,000 of these Blacked funds had been spent without any
‘parliamentary approval and anather $7,190,000 in equivaTent Canadian
fiunds was available to the department in five clirrencies.$ When the
committes learned that $239,499.32 of this "windfall" had been spent on
a residence in Paris and an even greater expenditure anticipated for one
in Rame, there were understandable charges of extravagance over what the
Government defehded as good real estate deals. The best the uppositien
-could manage was eventualiy to have some of the blocked funds diverted

to schalarships for Canadians studying abroad.?

Certainly departmental expenditures in this period were more
closely scrutinized by the committee than'at any other time. With the.
exception of meetings at which the minisier was present to give his
ovarview of the internatignal situation and the special hearings on the
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation's International Service in 1953-54 and
the Columbia River Basin in 1955, no subj2ct brought out so many members
of the committee. (See Table 2. Administration also angaged more
members in the debpate than did toreign policy issues. At the beginning
of 1856 and after an examipation of the gquestions asked it the committes
over the pravigus three years indicated "very strongly the perennial
interest of members in rzguiations and statistics", the minister and nis
staff decided to forego the preparation of the winisters handbook on
policy guestions likely to arise in parliament:8 Fyen before this,
those officials working on the foreign policy handbook had been
instructed to focus on subjecis involving Canadian expanditures and
contribytions: The adminisirative handbeok continued as it was., With a
change in Goverament in 1857, however, the denartment reverted o its
a1d practice of including bath foreian poTicy and administration,
aresumably in recegnition that an inexperiencad minister would need a

aore comprehensive briefing when he faced the committes.? In spite of




