
;:ontrol. These funds originated from reparat7ons.; lori 'repayrment^ and

wartiftie- ^ompensation. They colild be spent only. in . t^e debtor country

and could Dbt be çanverted to Canadian currency. For this reason they

appeared in the annual estimates as only a nominal sum. By 1952,

.$1,860,000 of these blocked f:unds had been spent without arty

P 6rliamentar-y approval a-n.d anairher- $7,190,000 in e.quivaTen.t Canadian

funds was avai l ab1 e to the department in f i ve Cu rrencle s.6 When t^ °

committee leArned that $239,4.99.32 of this "wirr¢fal1" had been sp^nt on

a t`esi^ence in Paris and an even greoter expepditure anticipated for one

in Rome, there were un.dArttandable charges of extravagance ovér what the

Government deferraed 'as good real estate ddiais*. The best the appoOtion

,could manage was eventually to have. some of the blOcked f,unds diverted

to schalarships for Çan.adians studying abroad.7

Certainly departmerntal exQer^ditures in this period were more

closely scrutinized by the committee thart'at any other time: With the.

exception of meetings at which the minister was pre.sent to givk? his

overview of the international situation and the special hearings on the

Canadian Broadcasting Corporati-on' s International .Service in 1953-54 and

the Col.umbia 4ïver Basin in 1955, no subject brought out so many members

of the committee, (See Table 2). Administration also ^n*gaged wre

.membe rs i n the, debate than di d ro:rei gn pol i t.y i s^ues- At the begï nni ng

Of-1956 and after an examiinâtion of the questions ask-^d 9rt the eowi 4tea

over *the previous three years i rzdicateq "`very ,tr6ngly the përërrriial

interest Of niembers in r8gulations. and stati,stics", the rni.nister and ni-s

staff `decided to forego the preparati-on of the minis-ters. handbook on

policy questions likel}+ to arise in par3iament:8 Even be.for>e this,

those ofi:icia7, working on the foreign policy handhook had been

i nstructed to Focus on subjects i nvol vi ng Canadian exp2ndit:ures and

Cori tri bu #3ons: The administrative .handhook continued as it wa's. ^q ith a

change in ;avernmènt in 19.57# Mcwevar, the dbvartmer!t r.evert^d i:`O its

pract.i ce of i rrcl udi 'n9 br^ -Lh `arai gn poT icy and adrni n1 strati Qn,old

pr,esumably in recoànitidn that an inexperieriçed mini'ster would nèej a

axre cf)e^prehensive brïefi*no +.,rherr he faced the committ^e.° In spite of
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