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Straw is placed over the wood and then clay to the depth

of three or four luches. Some small holes are left abou t the

bottotn to be used iu drawing the fire to, the outside of the

pit. The fire is started in the square opening in the oe-ntre.

14 usually takes abouit texi days to char the wood. When the

pit is burned, whîch is known by îts emittîng no stnoke

and its ,Ihrîiinig to one third its original sîze, the charcoal

is drawn out witb ain iron rake in ridges about the sides and

alljowýed to cool off. A pit about the size described, contain-

ilng fouir cords;, would produce about one hundred bushels of

cbarcoal.
in burning these pits care must be taken that the fire

dloes not break through the dlay; if this should happen

during the night or when a close watch is uot kept, one i

lhable to bavýe the pit destroyed. My first experience resuit-

ed in this ishap. My brother and myseif, two very smail

byoys to engage in sncb an undertakiug, decided to build a

charcoal pit and after niUch labor and exciternent it: was

reacly for the torch. Everythiflg progressed uicely for a

time but an unfortunate delay one night in visiting the pit

lost for us about all the net proceeds whîch we had so con-

fideutly reckoned on. Trhis was the first and last tinie we

tried charcoal burning ou our own responsibihity. 1 believe

we did try another miniature pit,' made of hemlock knots,

biut this failuire of oir first venture seemed to des-

troy the taste for much experimnentiug along that Iine of

industry.
My next attempt was iu partnership wîth a practised

hand, after I had grown larger iin experience and stature,

an<l we succeeded iu iakiug a corner in charcoal. This

fact 1 think, is fot generally known so 1 hope we are in no

way responsible for the gigantic corners and combines of

thlese latter days, in coal and other things.

it happenied lu this way. A gentleman fromn Rustico, Mr

Horton, and myseif were the only dealers in charcoal to mny


