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I always endeavored to keep the paper in the van of progress.
Trhe flrst editorjal that ever appeared iii an Island paper, favoriug
the construction of a uarrow'-gauge railwvay on the Island ap-peared in The Argus on Nov. 15, 1870. The first article advo-
cating the abolition of imprisoulfieut for debt appeared in TheArgus. Oxie of the first papers to sc that Coufederation w~asixievitable wvas The Argus. Ove of the f.rst and firrnest support-
ers of a comptilsory Laud Purchase Aet was the Argus. One ofthe first to eall for a decinual currency-to usubstitîxte dollarsand cents for pounds, shillings aiid pence wvas The Argus: andone of the first anm ost strentious a(lvocates for the abolition ofthe Lýegislative Council-txe on1e vital reforju it ever clianipioued
that failed-was The Argus. I reallv feel a (legrce of l)ride MienI look back aud think that mnv uupretendig little sheet hielped
to roll aloug the car of progress.

1 do not state these facts ini a boastful spirit, Neither do Iclaimi that The Argus exertcd a g-reat influence ini briging these
reformns about. 1 înecly state the facts. 1 suppose tlîey wouild
have Corne about if The Argus neyer existed. But 1 (1o claini
that it wvas alhvays ini the fight, tîxat its face xvas turned in theright direction, and tlîat it wvas ulever happier than w'heu uising
the littie power it had in trying to roll away the stone fromi the
sepuichre of progress. And ini the advocacy of progressive
measures the editor of The Argus ofteu sulTered mnucli, and was
often cornpelled to part company with nîany of his best andwarxnest friends. These were the inost trying ordeals throughi
which. le had to pass. To bear the conturnely and reproach ofnmen wvho wcre flot yet ready to accept radical refornis was coin-
paratively easy to bear, because the day Mien the golden beanu
would incline to the side of perfect justice was sure to coule.
But to lueur the dispicasure and forfeit the friendship of old-tixne
friends and near relatives, is a niatter that tries rnen's souls andharrowvs the feelings as nothing cisc can. Alany an hour ofpain and anguishl did I pass, asking unyself what shonld be donc.
On the one side there would be duty ; on the other the severance
of frieudships, the breaking of party tics. Auy one who thinks
that it is an easy thiug to break aivay froux a polîtical party with
whorn lie bas worked for inany years, and join another that he


