
CONVENTION 0F U7. 0. M.-(Oontiue).,
myseîf quite often. There Je no publie m»n In the Province
of Quebec that lias been more grossly abused than mysel!
in the last fifteen years, by the politico-clerical press. My
great crime to the eyes of the pious editors o! the ultra-
religious' papers lias been to, suggeat reforma in our public
education concernlng which, to their minda, the only
privilege aboula be left to the layman, that of paying itS
coats, but aven not before having been properly blind-
folded. 1 have been so roughhy handled under thaIr caustic
pen that very o!ten sitar havIng read one of their editorials
I founa mysaîf repeatlng unconscioualy the chassical quota-
tion of Virgil's Aenaid: 'Tantaene animis caelestIbus Irae"
or the verse of the Frenchi poet, Belleau.,

"Tant de fiel, entre-t-il dans l'ame des devotali"
Can so much gall enter the bosomn of the plous l The

bitterness o! this war against a lone enemny lias hadt 'a
peculiar affect. Every tixne the elactoral necessities had
brouglit me to a new pariali o! Quebec to addreas a meet-
ing 1 could see the farmers atarting to look at my feet,
then rising their eyea slowly up to at least oe foot ovar
my lhaad to luwe# them a few moments after to the proper
level o! my face wlien the most damonatrative of them
would say with amazement: y est bien p'tit, how smati ho is.
Ana I have had this very same experlence the firat time 1
met the principal of one of our largest seminary..

The number of poisoned arrows that had beeen thrown
at me had put the people, who neyer had met me, under the
impression that 1 waa some kind o! a giant. Closer rela-
tions had brouglit mne back to my proper physical helght
and hacl also moat probably correctes! in the Minds of MY
hearers some misapprehensions with which- they had been
inspired against my educational activity.

Close relations era.dicate the roots of misunderstanding.
,Mlsunderstanding ls generally causes! by miainformatons
ans! misinformations cazinot withstand the test o! close
relations. By close relations we have not only solves! in
our city the religious and! the racial questions, but we have
also founs! ways bu settle the disagreament between the pro-
ducing farmer ans! the consuming laborer. The farmer al-
ways wants to sali at the hizliest nce. the eansuimer tO
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After the war the period of reconstruction will cdaim

ail our efforts ana no one should lie 1,ost to, keep -on the
strife we had before 1914 and that was nlot even silenced by
the clashing of the arma of our boysfrom the East and the
West fighting aide Ily side for the, defence of Britain, France
and democracy; of those brave boys who seem to, have re-
sponded to the commands of the hero of Scotland, of whom.
Thomas Carlyle sala: "A Heroic Wallace, quartered on
the scaffola, cannot hinder that his Scotiand become, one
day, a part of Englanid; but hie does hinder that'it become,
on tyrannous, unfair terms, a part of It; commande etill,
,as with a god's voice, from his oid Vaihalla and Temple of
the Brave, that there lie a just and real union as of brother
and brother, not a false ana merely semblant one as of slave
and maàster." Let us follow their exampie. Let us get
close together to fInd out how we can best serve the par-ticular interests of each of our own municipality and at the.same time instili into our constituants that sanie spirit of,
loveil Canadianiani that wiii make of our country a peace-
fui rival of our great American ally.

Kipling lias written:,
East la East ana West ia West,
Ana neyer the twain shall meet,

but before him it had been said that the Amarican Repuli-
lie wouild fot laat because of the-confiicting interests ofthe prodlucing Southern States and the mnanufacturing
Northern onea. Duruy, in has General History of the World.
writes that Most of the Foreign Powers, At least their gov-
erning classes, had neyer beiieved in the stabliity of theAmerican Union. Time has shown that these prophasies
were preposterous. The petty dlaim of geographical or
racial character have been stifled undar the blanket of gen-
erai intereat ana each State la today more prosperous than
it would have been if the voica of the separatiats had been
heeded to and if each section had been ibft the easy prey
of the manufacturing trusts or of the plantation kings.

It is the sarne with the Canadian provinces, but, sirs,
our nation lias been convuised in it undermoat strata bythe spasmodic perturbation of the war and, as the dregaal.ways try to rise to the surface of the wine when the cup
lias been tossad violently by an awkward hand, as the scumtries to force its way to the surface of the clear water of
the lake when it is swollen by the raging storm so the re-actîonary elements of every class are trying bu use the un-
steadinesa of laws, the uneasineas of spirita and the par-plexity of minds caused by this great war to promota the
revival of theh' a1-i ~ ,, ~.44,1 ~ --
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