
WHAT MAY WE EXPECT FROM EDUCATION ?

that religion is the truc fountain-head of
moral life, or the moral life and power of
a people. But I do not believe that religion
per se ought to be taught in the public
schools. When I refer to religion in this con-
nection, I mean set religious exercises.

Just as you cannot have physical life with-
Out food, neither eau you have moral life
without some religious institution and reli-
gious ideals. . . Now for the reason that moral-
ity rests upon religious ideals more than re-
ligious facts, there is no reason why religious
instruction should be brought into the public
sehools. Of course, in the old lands, like
Germany, they still consider specific religious
instruction, and boys and girls have to be
familiar with certain portions of the Scrip-
turc and the Prayer-book. Some such sys-
tem has been followed out recently in the
schools of Japan. But in America we have
come to a point in our moral evolution wheu
the specific forms of religious instruction can
be relegated te the home.

I believe that the teacher with a message
can inculcate a moral lesson even in the
teaching of grammar, usually considered the
driest of studies; for none can use the spoken
or written word without thinking of the har-
iUOny and the euphony of our language in
Song and story. Again, the teacher who eau-
not teach arithmetic without moral emphasis
is absolutely unfit; the teacher who cannot
make history something more than dates and
dynasties is unworthy of his high calling.
There seems te be little doubt that if our
histories had been less those of wars, of gen-
erals, kings, queens and leaders; that if they
had been less records of the sword and the
mnusket; this great war of our time would
have been made impossible. J believe that
lot onlv nust a new moral emphasis enter

into the teachers' interpretation of history,
but Our histories must be rewritten, and in-
stead Of being records of war and bloodshed,
'nust be made stories of the growth of the
Peole-stories of those who served in pro-
Motion of the common good.

For that reason I think yo will agree with
tue that our state and provincial colleges are
facing a transitional period. Every time you
nieet in the throng you hear somebody say:
'We are passing through a transitional
Period.'' By that you know the moment when
a new throb, a new thrill, has core te the
common heart and soul.

A little while ago you had a transition
from the classical to the vocational form of
education. The boys and girls of today are

ceiving a type of education that is broader
an that which you and I received-a general

education, that takes in the heart, seul, mind,
eya and brain. Under competent direction,
'ur children are learning to do something use-
fui• Yeu are in a world where the law of

rowth. IS inseparable from the law of change.

ator is nothing static about education. Edu-
o1s in its elements dynamic, not static.

wita Want to join the cultu ral and vocational
h te moral and ethieal.

It is not necessary to write a new book

upon ethies or moral philosophy in order to
give due moral emphasis to the present eduea-

tional system. But one thing we all need-
a new sense of our own responsibility, a bet-
ter developed personality, a keener sens0 of

our moral duty. Let me say that the moral
emphasis in the schoolroom depends upon the
personality of the teacher. Thought transfer-
ence is no longer questioned by reasonable
people. There is no doubt that the moral atti-
tude of the teacher spreads telepathically
over ber schoolroom. More than that, the

teacher who in exasperation strikes n pupil

confesses to moral weakness. Control should

not be, in fact does not come, by coercion,

but through the influence of personality. Self-

discovery, self-control, self -respect-these are

what we need in our schoolrooms.
I think that here in Canada we are still

obsessed by the monarchical conception o

government; and the danger with our teach-

ers is that they seek to establish au auto-

cracy in the classroom rather than a demo-

cracy. The moral influence of the new teach-

er with ber class is in a very critical bal-

ance, and may go one way or another.
Now, I am going to speak frankly when I

say, further, that I believe there is not that

supervision of your playgrounds which is ne-

cessary for the furtherance of this moral om-
phasis in education. A child may lose more

in the fifteen minutes on the playground than

he gains during the whole time in the scbool-

room.
I look forward to the day when the school

will be the great fusing point of our con-

munity life. Would it not be better, for in-

stance, if our young people, when they at-

tend balls, could attend properly chaperoned

by their teachers, instead of assembling, as

they do now, in the ballrooms of our public

hostelries? In brief, I want to see the schpol

assume the responsibility of directing wisely

the general community life. The country de-

pends on the teacher. Look for an educa-

tional system that shall provide for our

teachers a retirement pension, so that when

they have given the best of their lives to

their work, they will not have to depend on

the savings fromn their small salaries to keep

them from want in their old age.
fhe citizeus ef the future, the country's

future, is being made in the sdeveol cf today.

Let us plan a moral and ethical develoPment

worthy cf the splendid traditions of the B,-

tish Empire and the outlook for the new Bri-

tish democracy.
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Now, in putting the question, "What May

we expeet fromn aducaticht" you will ne

woubt sec that I have raised an enormous

number cf questions. It is a question that

thoughtful peopl are putting to themselves

touge aud more sinea tha advent of this great


